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BY GABRIEL MARRERO
OPINIONS EDITOR
Despite long-winded deliber-
ation and numerous meetings, it 
appears that social Greeks at Ba-
ruch College are still left wonder-
ing what their budgets will look 
like for the academic year. 
Th at, at least, seems to be the 
case after a recent USG meeting 
has yet to determine the exact 
amount of money that will be al-
located to these clubs. 
On May 5, David Christy, pro-
vost and senior vice president for 
academic aff airs, had announced 
via a campus-wide email that 
the moratorium on social Greek 
pledging originally placed during 
the Fall 2014 semester would be 
extended by three years. 
Since then, social Greeks 
have been struggling to main-
tain a presence on campus. A re-
cent email sent out by President 
Mitchel Wallerstein stated that 
there were “fewer than 100 stu-
dents participating in fraternities 
or sororities out of approximately 
15,000 undergraduates enrolled 
at the College.”
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Nobody ex-
pects a ’90s 
alternative rock 
star to intrude 
upon the world 
of classical mu-
sic or expand 
the lexicon of 
his work to in-
clude chamber 
rock music, but Ben Folds, the 
front man for Ben Folds Five, has 
dared to test his classical chops. 
ARTS & STYLE 10
Folds produces beauty in 
new album So There (p. 11)
Metal Gear 
Solid V: Th e 
Phantom Pain 
released on 
Sept. 1. 
Th ough the 
game features 
an open-world 
setting and top-
notch graphics, the players found 
many issues, including an empty 
setting and lack of story.
SCIENCE & TECH 13
The Phantom Pain releases 
with mixed reviews  (p.13)
Th e women’s 
tennis team 
are off  to one 
of their best 
starts in team 
history with a 
4-0 record so 
far this season. 
After defeat-
ing Brooklyn 
College, the Bearcats will head 
to Flushing to play the Blood-
hounds of John Jay for their third 
CUNYAC match of the fall.
SPORTS 17
Bearcats stay hot with 9-0 
blowout in Brooklyn (p. 17) 
Prodigy Net-
work, a crowd-
funding plat-
form, recently 
opened a set of 
new  high-end 
condominiums 
at competitive 
prices. Th e AKA 
United Nations 
building is the fi rst housing proj-
ect in the United States fi nanced 
by crowdfunding. 
BUSINESS 7
First US condos ﬁ nanced by 
crowdfunding debut (p. 9)
Students charged in Deng’s homicide
Waiters have 
long been due 
for a living 
wage without 
having to rely 
on tips. How-
ever, their fu-
ture continues 
to look bleak. 
One vegetarian 
restaurant in the Lower East Side 
experiments with a hiked hourly 
rate and no tips. 
OPINIONS 4
Restaurant servers must 
have wage refors (p. 4)
ALEXIS LUNGU | THE TICKER
The students involved in the death of Baruch student Chun Shien “Michael” Deng  in December 2013 have been charged. 
Budget remains 
unallocated for 
social Greeks
BY MEGAN GUARD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Five members of the Pi Delta 
Psi fraternity are facing charges of 
third-degree murder, with 32 other 
members being charged with vari-
ous off enses, which range from 
hindering apprehension, conceal-
ing or destroying evidence and 
providing false information. 
All charges relate to the death 
of Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng, 
a Baruch College freshman killed 
during a hazing ritual on Dec. 
9, 2013. 
Christina Latouf, vice president 
for communications, external re-
lations and economic develop-
ment at Baruch College, empha-
sized that not all students charged 
are enrolled Baruch students. 
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BY THEODORE SUNG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
From faster communication 
with people over long distances 
to paying bills with the press of 
a button, the cellphone has cre-
ated limitless opportunities for 
those who are willing to take 
advantage. However, there are 
students who exploit cellphones 
and their ability to access vast 
amounts of information in order 
to cheat on exams and take ad-
vantage of other students’ work. 
Given rapid advancements in 
technology, cheating with cell-
phones has become a major is-
sue in schools and universities 
all over the world.  
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
Students address 
academic integrity
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
STAFF WRITER
In order to better accommodate its Muslim student body, Baruch in-
stalled ablution sinks in the men’s and women’s third fl oor bathrooms in 
the Student Life area toward the end of the Spring 2015 semester. Mus-
lims perform their ablution, or wudhu, prior to each of the fi ve prayers 
that they observe daily. Wudhu mandates that practitioners wash their 
arms, face, hair and feet with water.
STTORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Baruch installs ablution 
sinks for Muslim students
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
Muslims must perform ablutions before prayer, which involves washing the hands, 
feet and face, an otherwise diﬃ  cult feat at a conventional sink. 
It makes sense that Baruch College students would like to see their 
hard work rewarded with a degree that carries weight in the market-
place. And it is equally understandable that faculty and staff  want to 
claim renown for working in a well-regarded institution. Th e quest for 
status in our society rarely ends. 
So it hardly comes as a surprise to see Baruch, CUNY and New York’s 
governor all hailing yet another college ranking coup. Our college’s 
home page prominently boasts that Washington Monthly’s ranking of 
hundreds of colleges for the “Best Bang for the Buck” in the Northeast 
places Baruch in the number No. 1 slot. 
But there is a major paradox here. Almost no one who knows any-
thing about them has anything good to say about college rankings. Th ey 
are nothing but beauty contests, we agree, based on data the institu-
tions themselves supply—and often falsify—and should not be taken 
seriously. So why do we hear hosannas each time we rise in the stand-
ings, as if we are on our way to a berth in a major bowl game? Th is co-
nundrum reminds me of Woody Allen’s joke about the man who says 
his brother thinks he is a chicken. He is asked, “Have you thought of 
turning him in?”  “We would, but we need the eggs,” is his reply.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
BY VALERIE LABARBERA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Presented by Baruch’s depart-
ment of marketing, Ready Set 
Rocket and Interbrand, the “Too 
Big to Evolve? How Customer-
Centric Innovation Will Change 
Financial Services” summit is 
part of a series of conferences on 
consumer innovation.  
Th e fi nancial services in-
dustry has historically been 
one plagued with disrup-
tion between dealing with 
mergers, meeting new regu-
latory requirements and fi -
nancial crises, while other in-
dustries have embraced the 
digital revolution. 
 STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
Panel discusses the 
financial consumer 
‘Bang for the Buck’ is meaningless
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A new policy at the State Univer-
sity of New York mandates the 
recruitment of a chief diversity 
offi  cer at each campus and pro-
vides a tool for students to con-
trol how they reveal their sexual 
orientation and gender iden-
tity. With this tool, students can 
choose from a list of options or 
write their own response. Pots-
dam appears to be one of the 
SUNY schools making an eff ort 
to expand its diversity; a campus 
offi  cial revealed that the per-
centage of freshmen identifying 
as a minority group rose from 
18 percent in 2010 to 42 percent 
this fall.
_________________________ 
Yellow cab drivers held a pro-
test against Uber outside of 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s Man-
hattan offi  ce on Sept. 15. Th is 
comes after Cuomo opposed a 
proposed cap on Uber in New 
York City over the summer. Th e 
New York Taxi Workers Alliance 
is concerned that state legisla-
tors will loosen the regulations 
on app companies like Uber, 
according to amNEWYORK. 
_________________________
Th e City University of New York 
continues to log record enroll-
ment numbers, increasing from 
274,031 students last fall to ap-
proximately 278,000 students 
this fall semester. Th is is almost 
double the enrollment rate 
from 15 years ago when 195,000 
registered for CUNY. “Th e rea-
sons behind CUNY’s largest 
enrollment in history are pretty 
simple to understand—it’s rec-
ognized nationally as one of 
the best values in education,” 
said CUNY’s Chancellor James 
Milliken. CUNY off ers an an-
nual tuition fee of $6,330 to 
New York state residents at its 
senior colleges, and $4,800 at 
community colleges.
_________________________ 
After more than a year in offi  ce, 
CUNY Chancellor James Mil-
liken has yet to off er raises or 
back pay to the CUNY faculty 
and staff . Professional Staff  Con-
gress President Barbara Bowen 
sent an email to members of 
the CUNY faculty union stating 
that she plans “a systematic es-
calation of pressure” that may 
lead to “disruptive mass action.” 
She added: “On the morning of 
Th ursday, October 1, the day of 
the fi rst CUNY Board meeting of 
the year, PSC members and al-
lies will deliver a ‘wake-up call’ 
to Chancellor Milliken at his 
Manhattan apartment, where 
CUNY pays his rent of $19,500 a 
month. Th e bill that can poten-
tially change the situation would 
require the state to pay union-
negotiated salary and benefi t 
increases for employees.”
________________________
Over 200 immigrant students 
from CUNY have been awarded 
scholarships by Th eDream.US, 
valued at more than $5 million. 
It is the largest amount received 
by any university in the Unit-
ed  States. Th e nation’s largest 
scholarship program for un-
documented immigrant youth 
is providing aid to 231 students 
at CUNY colleges in the fi ve bor-
oughs, more than half of the $10 
million the foundation awarded 
nationally to over 500 students. 
Th e scholarship awards up to 
$25,000 in tuition and fees for 
high school graduates who are 
fi rst-time college students and 
community college graduates 
who seek to complete their 
Bachelor’s degrees.
COMPILED BY 
EDWIN MOREL
N e w s  B r i e f s
Students charged in homicide of Michael Deng
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“We are assessing the list from 
the Pocono’s police against our 
student rosters, but not everyone 
involved is from Baruch.” 
Last Tuesday evening, Baruch 
President Mitchel Wallerstein is-
sued an offi  cial statement to all 
Baruch students in response to the 
charges brought against individu-
als involved in or affi  liated with 
Deng’s death. 
“In the wake of Chun Hsien 
‘Michael’ Deng’s tragic death in 
December 2013, Baruch College 
has taken strong action to ensure 
the safety and well being of all 
students who participate in stu-
dent organizations on campus,” 
Wallerstein continued. 
“Baruch immediately insti-
tuted a permanent ban of the Pi 
Delta Psi fraternity. Starting in 
the fall of 2014, Baruch also insti-
tuted a suspension of all pledg-
ing activities for Campus Greek 
Life organizations.” 
Th e pledging ban referred to by 
Wallerstein specifi cally applies to 
social Greek organizations and not 
other professional Greek organiza-
tions, according to Latouf. 
Since the moratorium, involve-
ment in Greek activity has plunged. 
“On one hand during my ten-
ure, I’ve seen and met some amaz-
ing organizations. And I’ve seen 
the vast majority do wonderful 
things and contribute greatly to 
their community, and it isn’t right 
that they have to be treated as one 
and the same as the bad apples,” 
said Justin Johnson of Baruch’s Al-
pha Phi Delta.
“However, I also realize that … 
we’re in an ‘attention economy’ 
where people don’t see their or-
ganization or their chapter but 
see all Greeks as the same. Out-
side of politics, parents have lost 
their child. Th ey deserve justice, 
and I can understand the school’s 
position in trying to distance [it-
self ] from any association with 
Greek life.” 
Deng was one of four pledges 
who participated in an unsanc-
tioned pledging for the Psi Delta Pi 
Fraternity. 
More than 30 members of the 
organization spent the weekend 
in Tunkhannock Township in 
Pennsylvania, where Deng partici-
pated in a ritual recognized as the 
“glass ceiling.” 
According to court documents, 
this practice requires that blind-
folded pledges carry a weighted 
backpack. 
Th e pledges must fi nd their way 
to a brother calling their name, 
while other fraternity brothers 
tackle the new members. 
Deng, resistant to the frater-
nity’s indoctrination, was treated 
more harshly than other pledges. 
Hit repeatedly, Deng continued 
to participate in the hazing ritual 
despite complaints of head pain, 
and during the activity, Deng was 
knocked unconscious after being 
aggressively “speared” by fraternity 
brothers, according to court docu-
ments. 
He did not receive immediate 
medical attention. 
Th e student was carried into the 
rented home, where scrambling 
members of the fraternity began to 
research Deng’s symptoms, giving 
him water and chocolate to try to 
revive him. 
Th ey eventually contacted 
national fraternity offi  cial, Andy 
Meng, who ordered the brothers 
to hide all fraternity paraphernalia, 
according to court documents.
Deng was driven to the hospital 
by three Pi Delta Psi members but 
could not be revived. 
Th e police report concludes 
that the cause of death was severe 
head trauma. 
Th e fi rst fi ve students charged 
were arraigned Sept. 17, Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police said on 
Tuesday.
Earlier this year, Xiu Fen Lu, the 
mother of Michael Deng, planned 
to sue Baruch College. 
According to Th e New York 
Times, Deng’s family has gone for-
ward in issuing a wrongful-death 
lawsuit seeking changes in Psi Del-
ta Pi and other fraternities. 
Th ey hope this is the fi rst step in 
sparing other parents the loss of an 
innocent child. 
As of Sep. 18, the most recent 
available court documents indicate 
Liu was granted a late-fi ling exten-
sion, meaning she was granted ex-
tra time to submit documents for a 
lawsuit against Baruch. 
Th ere is no indication of a for-
mal lawsuit being fi led, according 
to information made available on 
the New York State Court of Claims 
MacLaw database.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Greek organizations at Baruch 
receive their funding through stu-
dent activity fees. As such, it falls 
to USG to allocate funds.
USG Chair of Finance Salma 
Mohamed has been working with 
both her own fi nance committee 
and Savanna Ramsey, assistant 
director of student activities, in 
order to ensure that the situation 
is handled. 
Ramsey and the Offi  ce of Stu-
dent Life were contacted on Sep. 
2nd, and on multiple other oc-
cassions, for comment on how 
the matter of determining the 
budget was progressing. As of 
Sep. 18, Th e Ticker did not receive 
any comment from Ramsey or 
Student Life.
Speaking in regards to how the 
matter of the budget distribution 
was progressing, Mohamed said, 
“Active on-campus Greek orga-
nizations will be able to formally 
request and receive budgets to 
support their activities for this 
academic year.” 
She added, “Budgets for any 
club or organization have not yet 
been allocated this semester for 
this academic year as the process 
is still in its beginning stages.”
Mohamed has said that she 
is remaining in close contact 
with Greek leadership in or-
der to ensure an effi  cient and 
transparent procedure. 
“I am sharing and updating 
information about the necessary 
steps Greek organizations must 
take in order to receive a budget 
as I receive this data.”
“Th is transparency is anoth-
er layer that is helping ensure a 
smooth budget allocation pro-
cess. With these tools in place, I 
believe that social Greek organi-
zations, and all other registered 
clubs and organizations, that have 
contacted me to receive a budget 
for this academic year, will have 
received an ideal budget and be-
gun utilizing it to enrich the Ba-
ruch community with their events 
within the Fall 2015 semester.”
Not everyone is happy about 
the way things have transpired. 
One discontented party is Daniel 
Perez, president of the Greek Ac-
tion Committee and president of 
Lambda Upsilon Lambda’s Beta 
Beta Chapter at Baruch. Perez 
said, “We were told we would have 
our budgets over the summer. 
Now we’re being told we will not 
receive budgets until we resubmit 
the proper forms and go through 
the sit-down interview again.” 
He also said, “We also will 
not be allowed to move the bud-
get around like every other club, 
which is extremely unfair being 
that we were left completely in the 
air about the budget situation un-
til [the end of the summer].”
Despite facing some adversity, 
Perez does remain hopeful about 
the future of social Greeks on 
campus, saying, “Th e summer has 
given us time to gain access to re-
sources that could be a huge help 
in changing the current situation.”
Perez went on to say that social 
Greeks have begun to take their 
own proactive steps at preventing 
another incident by forming their 
own anti-hazing workshops. 
“Th ings need to change and 
we are more than willing to lead 
that change.”
In regards to USG, Perez hopes 
to continue “the great relation-
ship” that social Greeks have had 
with them, and “continue to make 
progress on all fronts.”
Social Greek budgets still 
not allocated this semester
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Shaykh Samer Alraey, the 
chaplain at Baruch’s Muslim Stu-
dent Association describes wudhu 
as “a physical cleansing with spiri-
tual signifi cance … it prepares you 
spiritually, making you remember 
any sinful action, any bad doing 
before you pray to God.” 
Originally, Muslim students 
were forced to preform wudhu 
in the school’s bathrooms, which 
meant that students had to raise 
their feet into the bathroom sink 
for adequate cleansing. 
Th ose unfamiliar with the con-
cept of wudhu often looked on in 
distaste, leaving Muslim students 
feeling ostracized. 
“Personally, it is really diffi  cult 
to go in the bathroom and have 
everyone looking at you … I used 
to walk all the way to the Mosque 
on 29th Street just to pray,” said 
Aicha Adula, a senior majoring 
in management. 
Baruch’s Offi  ce of Student Life 
was concerned with the health 
and safety of its students, and 
how students washing their feet 
in frequently used sinks could 
compromise this. 
Shaykh Alraey agreed with 
these concerns. He said,  “When 
people put their feet in the sink 
it becomes a hazard … [the ab-
lution sinks] are important for 
hygienic, for spiritual, and for 
safety reasons.”
With these thoughts in mind, 
members of the MSA were 
prompted to work alongside the 
Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment to facilitate the installation of 
ablution sinks in the school’s third 
fl oor bathrooms. 
“It is of the utmost importance 
that we solidify an area to be able 
to preform this act,” said Nora Sal-
ama, former USG vice president of 
campus aff airs. 
Now that the ablution sinks are 
in place, Muslim students enjoy 
the convenience of a sink that is at 
ground level, making the process 
of wudhu more comfortable for all. 
“It makes us feel comfortable; 
it makes it easier and more famil-
iar to do something that we are 
used to doing at home” said Sayed 
Uddin. 
Shayk Alraey adds that the ab-
lution sinks make it “easier for ev-
erybody to wash up in a clean way, 
in a faster way, without causing 
problems for the students them-
selves, or the custodians, or other 
students around who don’t like to 
see feet in the sink.”
What is more, the Muslim com-
munity at Baruch looks to the ab-
lution sinks to spark conversation 
and understanding of Islam. 
“It will help people under-
stand… I want someone to see me 
in the bathroom doing that [ablu-
tion] and ask me ‘why are you do-
ing that?’ and ‘what does your faith 
teach?’” said Adula.
Future project ideas by the MSA 
include expanding ablution sinks 
throughout the campus, espe-
cially on less populated fl oors and 
buildings, though the organization 
does acknowledge the obstacle 
of funding. 
Meanwhile, USG is in the last 
stages of a plan that will equip 
school bathrooms with safer, high-
intensity hand dryers. 
On Oct. 6, Lisa Edwards, as-
sistant vice president of campus 
operations, will address USG 
and discuss various facilities 
upgrades, including improve-
ments in the works for the 23rd 
Street building.
Baruch installs ablution 
stations in restrooms
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
The students involved in the death of Baruch freshman Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng 
in December 2013 have been charged with a wide range of criminal acts.
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Baruch College is no excep-
tion. Academic integrity has always 
been of importance at Baruch, and 
the issue of cheating, specifi cally 
using cellphones to aid in clan-
destine acts, has become a point 
of contention. 
During the spring semester, Su-
san Tenneriello and Debra Caplan, 
fi ne and performing arts faculty 
members, collaborated with stu-
dents to create short video skits 
about the use of cellphones. Th is 
was done to educate professors 
about cheating in the classroom. 
According to Tenneriello and 
Caplan, the project took about one 
semester to complete. It consisted 
of a few weeks of meetings, brain-
storming and storyboarding, fol-
lowed by a week or so of shooting, 
and then a few weeks of editing. 
Th e project ended in late May. 
Caplan said that no particular 
classroom exercises were necessi-
tated during the meetings because 
students had observed cheating in 
their own experiences and were 
able to brainstorm brilliant ideas 
on their own. 
“It was driven by the students. 
We just guided them and facilitated 
them,” said Tenneriello. 
Simon Kim, one of the student 
directors of the videos, collabo-
rated with other students from Ba-
ruch to make a video skit about 
certain apps that allow students 
to easily solve diffi  cult questions 
by merely taking a photograph of 
the problem. 
 One particular video focuses on 
an app called PhotoMath and con-
sists of two main characters: Anna, 
the “student nerd,” and Steve, the 
“cool guy.” 
Th e video begins with a teacher 
informing the students about an 
upcoming exam. Th roughout the 
video, viewers see through the per-
spective of the students, Anna and 
Steve, and how they prepare them-
selves for the exam. Anna is seen 
resisting the temptation to go out 
and instead studies in the library to 
prepare for the exam. 
Meanwhile, Steve forgoes study-
ing to go shopping and partying 
with his friends. On exam day, the 
video uses a comical approach 
to demonstrate certain methods 
students use in order to cheat on 
their exams. 
One strategy involves a student 
distracting the teacher while the 
other student uses the app to take 
a picture of the questions on the 
exam. After, the student asks to go 
to the bathroom and, while inside 
the bathroom, sends the answers to 
the other students taking the exam. 
Th e video ends with students re-
ceiving their exam results, showing 
Anna, the student who studied, get-
ting a lower grade than Steve, the 
student who cheated. It ends with 
the statement, “Smart Phones Are 
Getting Smarter, Let’s Catch Up.”
“People don’t realize how easy 
technology is making things,” said 
Kim. He stated that he is strongly 
against cheating and had experi-
enced an event similar to the plot of 
his video project. 
“I studied so hard … and some-
times I would get a lower grade... 
You can never get rid of cheating, 
you can only minimize it,” he said. 
Caplan said that although she 
has never caught students cheating 
during exams, she has had multiple 
cases where students have plagia-
rized essays. In such cases, stu-
dents fail the assignment and are 
required to resubmit their paper. 
Tenneriello said she had never 
caught anyone cheating because 
she gives short-answer problems 
and walks up and down the rows 
while students take the exam. 
“When it comes to short an-
swers, you know a student’s style of 
writing and can tell when it doesn’t 
sound like they wrote it them-
selves,” said Tenneriello.
During a meeting with Den-
nis Slavin, associate provost, Ron 
Aaron, former academic integrity 
offi  cer and Christina Diggs, assis-
tant director of student aff airs and 
interm academic integrity offi  cer, 
Slavin asked the participants of the 
video project who their target audi-
ence was. Th e students responded 
that they made their videos with 
professors in mind. 
During the meeting, many stu-
dent participants pointed out that a 
lot of students do not report cheat-
ing for various reasons although 
they are aware of its prevalence. 
“It’s not their responsibility to 
get involved,” said Leoties Pare-
des, a sophomore majoring in 
arts administration. 
“Th ey’re only cheat-
ing themselves; it won’t aff ect 
me,” said Amanda Dingman, 
another student.
However, Aaron said that cheat-
ing does aff ect all students in the 
class, because when an individual 
student cheats and gets a higher 
grade, it aff ects the curve of the 
grades, resulting in a student who 
studied and deserved an A to get 
a B or B+. When asked about pos-
sible solutions to cellphone cheat-
ing during exams, many students 
said that more proctoring and the 
distribution of diff erent exam ver-
sions could be an eff ective solution.
It was agreed upon in the meet-
ing that cellphone use is only a 
minor aberration in the realm 
of cheating. Aaron said that pla-
giarism is still one of the biggest 
problems schools face when it 
comes to cheating. 
Diggs brought up the fact that 
recently students have been buy-
ing or selling test banks or essays 
online. Slavin voiced intentions of 
possibly continuing with the video 
projects and creating more vid-
eos based on the diff erent catego-
ries of cheating, with the help of 
the students. 
Th e projects would serve as 
a method for educating profes-
sors about cheating methods and 
what actions they could take to 
prevent them. He also stated the 
possibility of reviving a commit-
tee in which students would over-
see test-takers and help professors 
minimize cheating in classrooms. 
According to Diggs, every indi-
vidual piece of information can 
make a diff erence when it comes to 
academic integrity. 
Baruch supplies hotlines and 
websites for reporting cheating in-
cidences, and students are free to 
decide how much information to 
disclose about themselves when 
submitting a report. 
Baruch students address academic integrity by producing video
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
The video about cheating on exams ends with a character who cheated receiving a better grade than an honest student.
Opinions
Th ere is a positive case to be made about Baruch College’s dedica-
tion to the visual and performing arts. Th at is, our school off ers stu-
dents, faculty and the general public innumerable resources to engage 
with art. Live theater, music, festivals and fi lm screenings are staged at 
the Baruch Performing Arts Center, which encapsulates four state-of-
the-art performance venues to contractors. Baruch students can always 
buy tickets at a discount, but many of the performances are free to the 
Baruch community. All one has to do is inquire at the box offi  ce with 
an ID in hand. 
Some performances that happen every semester—the stability of the 
Alexander String Quartet and the Aaron Silberman Concert Series—are 
not to be disregarded. However, BPAC also plays host to performances 
with the potential to move Off -Broadway and eventually, Broadway. In 
short, we have the chance to see these shows for free or at a discount, 
and there is no good reason not to take advantage of that. 
At the beginning of next month, BPAC will host the Decadancethe-
ater series, which is an all-female hip-hop dance troupe. Th e staff  at 
BPAC makes a particular eff ort to play to the interests of not only Ba-
ruch students, but also the broader community surrounding our cam-
pus. Some people may not be aware that the Sidney Mishkin Gallery is 
housed on 135 East 22nd St. It plays host to a rotating set of collections 
throughout the year, though it also has a standard collection stored 
here on campus. Last year, the Mishkin Gallery showcased pieces by 
Andy Warhol. Entrance is completely free. 
Th e next exhibition at the Mishkin Gallery is Portraits: A Global 
View, Photographs and Prints. Th e opening reception will be on Sept. 
24, and the exhibition itself will run through Dec. 9. Meanwhile, the 
New Media Artspace is a welcome break in the monotony of the library. 
Th e Artspace is coordinated by a group of Baruch students under the 
tutelage of Katherine Behar, professor of the fi ne and performing arts 
department. Th e artists featured in the exhibitions use multimedia to 
create an immersive experience for students curious enough to wander 
into the alcoves on the library’s fi rst, second, third and fourth fl oors. 
Th e exhibition currently on view through Dec. 7 is Jenny Perlin: Open 
Sentence, which explores the authenticity of historical narratives.
Given that the school provides us with the tools to interact with art, 
from theater and music to photography and paintings, why do Baruch 
students still seem so averse? Art thrives in spite of the corporate, hy-
per-competitive atmosphere of our school. Th ough we are a business 
school, that should not detract from our interest in maintaining, sup-
porting and contributing to the on-campus arts scene. 
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Baruch students off ered great 
opportunity through BPAC
REBECCA VICENTE I THE TICKER
Is there a move to do away with tipping or is it a mug’s game? Is there a smart way to raise 
wages in a traditionally low-wage 
industry?
Dirt Candy has put aside tip-
ping by paying its employees a fair 
wage of $25 an hour. It charges a 
20 percent administrative fee, not 
a penny of which is distributed 
to waiters. 
Th is Lower East Side vegetarian 
restaurant envisions a communal 
solution to eliminate tipping. It is, 
at best, utopian. It is hardly a busi-
ness model for mom-and-pop res-
taurants. It is at worst an anathema 
to billion-dollar corporations.
Th e real problem is low wages 
in a stagnant economy in the stran-
glehold of fi nance capitalists.
Take a look at tipping realistical-
ly. An employee working full time 
at Dirt Candy would be guaran-
teed an annual income of around 
$50,000. 
A 40-hour week in New York at 
$8.25 an hour, brings in gross an-
nual earnings of $17,160. 
In consequent, tipping does 
cushion take-home pay, but wait-
ers generally work up to 60 hours 
weekly or have a second job. 
Th e IRS requires every employ-
ee to declare tips for tax purposes. 
As a result, they are underreported, 
which has a negative long-term ef-
fect on Social Security benefi ts.
Often, we read that waiters and 
busboys are paid well below the 
minimum wage and are not given 
the basic protections, even in a 
unionized industry such as res-
taurants. Unscrupulous employers 
take a percentage off  the top of tips 
or simply withhold them.
And then in New York, restaura-
teurs often pay only two-thirds of 
the mandated hourly wage or $5.84, 
with tips making up the missing 
one-third. In other words, the pub-
lic is subsidizing the owner, and for 
the billion-dollar corporations that 
is another boon bestowed by gov-
ernment on business that do not 
carry their own water.
Usually in New York, the rule of 
thumb for tipping is based on dou-
bling the tax. In more trendy eater-
ies, the bill suggests a tip of 15, 18 or 
20 percent, as an example.
Little wonder many are on re-
lief rolls, have food stamps or are 
homeless. Many also live with rela-
tives, in cramped quarters or even 
substandard housing. 
Tips are an integral part of a 
serving staff s wages. And to sug-
gest in the current economic cli-
mate that they be suppressed is 
sheer folly.
Still, increasing take-home pay 
for low-wage earners like waiters is 
the better way for tackling the ques-
tion of poverty. It is a sure method 
of bringing them into the economy 
in a more meaningful way instead 
of marginalizing them.
Here, government subsidies 
would and should meet the prob-
lem. An immediate solution is a 
work-tax credit that would expand 
the work force, thereby diminish-
ing widespread impoverishment. 
More eff ective is a change in the 
tax code. What is called for is that 
the corporations and the coupon 
clippers pay their fair share of tax-
es; that the workers be guaranteed 
a livable annual income supported 
by good medical coverage and bet-
ter education, or in other words 
proper benefi ts, which have either 
been eroded over the last 30 years 
or never existed before.
It does not take a rocket scientist 
to fi gure out the appeal of Bernie 
Sanders call for taxing the rich so 
that the burden no longer falls on 
the working poor and a shrinking 
middle class in an economy that 
is hit-and-miss recovering from a 
global recession.
Why should an ExxonMobil 
or a General Electric CEO not pay 
his fair share in taxes while the or-
dinary working stiff  must bear the 
plutocrats’ share owed to the gov-
ernment?  
Th e widespread misery in the 
United States calls for a New Deal 
redux. It would require political 
backbone that is currently lacking, 
since a divided elite tilted toward 
feathering its own narcissism. And 
that is more reason why tipping will 
not disappear.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism 
Restaurant servers need living wage
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I ordinarily shrug off  this incon-
sistency as the political cost of life at 
a public institution. But in this case 
there is so much danger in directing 
attention to this spurious status rat-
ing that I must protest. 
I do not know who else has ac-
tually gone to the original set of 
rankings and studied them, but if 
you take a moment to do so, it will 
become almost immediately clear 
that there is a major contradiction 
in what they claim to be ranking. 
With the sole exception of a mi-
nor infl ection in the fi rst couple of 
positions, all the fi rst 100 of these 
slots are listed in perfect rank order 
of how little they charge.  Th at is, 
even though the rankings purport 
to be about “bang” for “buck,” if we 
strip away all information about 
academic measures, and rank 
the institutions purely in order of 
how low their net tuition charges 
are, nothing—not a thing—would 
change.
So what? You ask. Is that not 
an important measure? Well yes it 
is; we all know that we can prove 
almost anything with statistics. 
And in this case, what the gover-
nor makes clear by announcing 
that four of the top fi ve colleges on 
the list are CUNY campuses is that 
by starving CUNY of funding, our 
rankings increase. 
Why would he want to allocate 
more support to CUNY when it 
must be obvious to him that the 
less he provides to us, the better we 
perform? Consider that simple fact 
that four of the top fi ve are CUNY 
schools. Do you think this is a coin-
cidence? Of course not. How does it 
happen that we are at the top? Well, 
CUNY faculty and staff  have gone 
six years now without a contract or 
a raise. 
We have not seen anything like 
a meaningful increase in salary in 
this century. Of course we are at the 
top when the rankings are based on 
how cheaply we are run, and it is 
preposterous that CUNY’s leader-
ship is trumpeting this as impor-
tant news.
CUNY’s faculty union is strug-
gling desperately to get a new con-
tract. CUNY’s chancellor and its 
campus leaders assure us they are 
fi ghting on our behalf. But if Ba-
ruch and CUNY Central and CU-
NY’s other campuses celebrate the 
Washington Monthly rankings that 
place us in the leading positions 
even as we have received no mean-
ingful pay increases, why would 
Gov. Cuomo imagine that provid-
ing our university with added sup-
port would be worthwhile?
Vladimir Lenin, the Soviet 
Union’s fi rst leader, is reputed to 
have said that, “the capitalists will 
sell us the rope with which we hang 
them.” 
It seems to me that by celebrat-
ing Baruch’s placement atop this 
absurd ranking we are doing ex-
actly the same thing. 
-Professor Glenn Petersen
Chair, Department of Sociology 
and Anthropology
‘Bang for the Buck’ not that impressive of an achievement
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Apple’s recent keynote stirred the tech world with its announcement 
of a new iPad Pro and two phones—the iPhone 6S and iPhone 6S Plus. 
Th e phones are available for sale on Sep. 25, and Tim Cook announced 
that both are already available for pre-order. As with previous major 
phone releases, thousands of customers rushed to get their copy of the 
phone. According to the keynote, the two iPhones sport three new fea-
tures: a rose gold aluminium cover, a 3-D screen and a new processor, 
referred to as the A9 chip. While the 3-D screen feature sounds captivat-
ing, there are still doubts as to how practical the concept of opening up 
diff erent options with the strength of your fi nger is.
Besides this one breakthrough feature, Apple is not off ering much. 
While a faster processor means faster performance, customers that do 
not put their phones to intense use will have no need for it. Buying a 
new phone simply because of a rose gold aluminium cover sounds even 
more redundant and horribly ridiculous, especially with the amount of 
iPhone cases fl ocking the Internet. iPhones set a new standard for the 
smartphone industry. While society has a strong drive to stay on top of 
technological advances, it is down to the individual to decide whether 
two or three new features are really worth several hundreds of dollars.
iPhone upgrades dubiously useful
A new method of compensating restaurant employees is catching on, however it will not bring reform
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In recent weeks, the name Kim Davis has become an infa-mous one. Her tireless battle 
for what she believes to be her 
religious liberty has pushed a 
formerly unrecognizable county 
clerk into a household name, and 
drawn strong emotion from all 
who hear her story, regardless of 
what position they take on her ac-
tions. Whether one admires her 
or despises her, everyone with 
cable or an Internet connection 
has seen her name thrust into the 
public eye. 
Night after night, any statement 
or possible update is pushed to the 
front of the news cycle, her name 
or county trending on every so-
cial media site from Facebook to 
Twitter. According to the media 
narrative, Davis is unique in her 
defi ance, an unprecedented push-
back against what a biased narra-
tive calls undeniable civil rights. 
But what the mainstream narrative 
leaves out is critical context. It is 
replaced with a fl urry of below-
the belt assaults on her, not as an 
offi  ce holder, but as an individual. 
Her marriages, her vacillating faith 
and even her children have come 
into the line of fi re. Media objec-
tivity falls in the way of bias and a 
yearning for destruction of those 
who disagree. 
A strong argument can be made 
in protest of Kim Davis’ actions, 
without a war on her personal life. 
But it is not just about a woman’s 
personal protest against what she 
believes to be sinful. 
In contrast, very few people 
would recognize the name of 
Justice Tonya Parker, who took a 
similar stance in 2012. Like Davis, 
Parker was elected to her position 
as a Dallas County judge, and she 
refused to perform a part of her 
duty until her demands were met. 
Parker was a lesbian, and refused 
to perform any marriages until 
gays could be married in Texas, 
which was against the law until a 
Supreme Court decision passed 
only in June of this year. Unlike the 
county clerk, Parker was hailed as 
a warrior for justice. Not only did 
she not lose her position on the 
bench, her behavior was awarded 
with her re election. 
In a fair and objective media at-
mosphere, both Davis and Parker 
would have been condemned for 
their refusal to uphold an oath of 
offi  ce. But only one is held to the 
public eye, and the people are of-
fered only certain facts. For exam-
ple, many paint Davis as a hypo-
crite for being against homosexual 
unions, while having been married 
multiple times. None provide the 
context that Davis has only found 
her faith in recent years, and be-
forehand considered herself 
an atheist. 
Th e gay couple that brought the 
initial camera crew, which cata-
pulted the story into the spotlight, 
has been portrayed as victims of a 
bigot. However, they are not even 
in Davis’ county, and in getting to 
her offi  ce, passed through nine 
counties who would have taken 
no issue with their marriage. Th ey 
went specifi cally to the only coun-
ty where they knew they would 
be denied. 
Above all, I consider myself 
a fair-minded person, and I can 
say unequivocally that my con-
demnation of Davis’ actions has 
absolutely nothing to do with an 
advocacy of gay marriage. It is not 
about a Supreme Court decision or 
religious beliefs. It is not about my 
own personal ethos. Issue should 
be taken with the legality of the 
matter. An oath of offi  ce is legally 
binding, the offi  ce held voluntarily. 
Beyond a responsibility to person-
al ethos, the offi  ce holder holds a 
responsibility to their constituents, 
and the rights of those they seek to 
serve while in offi  ce. In this regard, 
both Davis and Parker’s actions 
are abhorrent and are cause for 
due reprimand, in removal from 
offi  ce. It boils down to a simple, ir-
refutable statement: if the actions 
which one would perform while 
holding an elected offi  ce confl ict 
with personal beliefs and morality, 
then they are not fi t to, and should 
not, hold that offi  ce. 
Condemnation of Davis should 
stem from legality and an interest 
in the protection of all people’s 
rights, not solely from the advoca-
cy of special interest groups. Th is 
goes even further for the media, 
who have the responsibility of be-
ing as fair-minded and objective as 
possible, though this responsibility 
has been utterly abandoned. 
-Siana Adorno
Graphic Communications ’17
Media bias against Kim Davis blatant
Perhaps Chinese President Xi Jinping is Medusa, or per-haps we are worse off  than 
we seem. Last Th ursday, Federal 
Reserve Chair Janet Yellen an-
nounced that the benchmark rate 
would remain near zero despite 
their announced confi dence in the 
improving labor market.
It seemed as though the econ-
omy was fi nally on track for a 
healthy rebound until last month’s 
stock market scare in which the 
Dow Jones nosedived a historic 
1,089 points. Th ough it was only a 
6.6 percent drop, it was enough to 
petrify investors. Many had forgot-
ten that a free market sometimes 
has to correct itself.
As it turns out, the correction 
was a symptom of a larger issue, 
that is, an enervated domestic 
economy despite positive num-
bers. Excessive speculation and 
investors’ fears of another global 
recession demanded correction—
stocks were overvalued. Th ough 
markets are indeed subjected to 
randomness, a tailspin of those 
proportions is a signal worth heed-
ing. Consequently, the Fed is para-
noid about subjecting the econo-
my to genuine market forces just 
yet. Languid infl ation prevents the 
Fed from confi dently raising inter-
est rates. Th e Fed anticipated that 
while injecting trillions of dollars 
into the economy over the course 
of six and a half years, through 
quantitative easing, that infl ation 
would rise. Keeping interest rates 
low was a method of protecting 
consumers from these eff ects. It 
means that consumers can take 
out loans with low interest rates—
and pay off  their debts too. 
Th e Fed kept its increased re-
serves in house to keep interest 
rates artifi cially low despite the 
spur in economic activity in the 
hope that consumer wealth would 
rebound. However, at this moment 
the low interest rates have run 
aground, as banks are not lend-
ing as much as they used to and 
wages are still stagnating despite 
an improving economy. When 
loans are not made and wages are 
not increasing, there is not enough 
money around to make goods and 
services fl y off  the shelves.
Th e Fed has clung too long to 
its policy of maintaining artifi -
cially low interest rates, because 
much of the economy has become 
reliant upon them. Investors are 
expecting the worst from global 
trade, and any roiling in these frag-
ile markets might disturb them 
to a point of no return. Likewise, 
even though the unemployment 
rate sits at 5.1 percent, there is still 
a large population of discouraged 
workers and part-time workers 
who would prefer full time. Th at, 
and the aforementioned stagnat-
ing wages, implies that the recov-
ery has so far been top heavy. 
Th e inevitable rate hike will 
come when infl ation appears to 
be “drifting towards 2 percent,” as 
Yellen remarked in her press con-
ference. And when rates are hiked, 
anyone with debt loses. Domestic 
companies will enjoy higher prices 
and a stronger dollar, which can be 
interpreted as good for small busi-
ness. But when a large proportion 
of college grads live with debt and 
wages that have gone unchanged, 
rate hikes can be the economic 
death of them. Th e Fed’s refusal 
to hike rates despite their expec-
tations is an admittance that the 
average American consumer is not 
yet safe from market pressures—a 
bad sign for this “rebound.” 
-Stephen Elliott
Economics and Pol. Sci. ’16 
Fed rate hike inevitable
Liberal politics take world by storm
Th e clockwork of politics has 
been running awfully strange this 
past year. A Democratic president, 
having lost control of Congress to 
the Republicans a year ago, is rid-
ing a wave of summertime victo-
ries unheard of in a fourth-quarter 
presidency. Th e 2016 presiden-
tial campaign has begun early, its 
frontrunners in the beginning of 
the year a dynastic rematch from 
1992—now a dead heat between a 
reality TV star and a self-identifi ed 
socialist. Russia looms nostalgical-
ly as America’s boogeyman, while 
the usual suspects—Iran, Cuba 
and American liberals—are being 
rehabilitated. Never predictable, 
American politics seem especially 
changeable lately.
Th at being said, one can fi nd 
comfort in the certainty of further 
change. Presidents, candidates 
and nations alike adapt to their 
circumstances. If the present state 
of aff airs is unsatisfying, give it a 
month or two and the political 
pendulum will swing. Predictions 
on just where the pendulum will 
swing are plentiful. No one could 
have predicted that Donald Trump 
and Bernie Sanders would steal 
the airwaves a few months ago, yet 
now they are frontrunners. Many 
predict that they will burn out be-
fore the New Year, but others see 
them riding into the White House. 
Th e truth is anyone’s guess.
Yet their candidacies matter. 
What cannot be forgotten about 
Trump, regardless of his fortune, 
is what he represents. Above all 
else he is a symbol of anti-estab-
lishment sentiment. His idiosyn-
crasies, deeply threatening to the 
“political class,” resonate because 
both the message and the messen-
ger are unfamiliar. 
Sanders, the Democratic insur-
gent, is thematically diff erent but 
rides the same wave. Th ough the 
Democrats he appeals to do not 
vent their frustrations against im-
migrants and women, their ran-
cor comes from the same sense of 
unmet expectations, a rancor with 
depth we may not yet fathom.
Th at frustration is turning into 
a global phenomenon, as anti-es-
tablishment sentiment has made 
political insurgents out of unex-
pected factions. In Turkey, a party 
representing Kurdish interests 
tripled its parliamentary seats and 
denied President Erdogan’s party a 
majority. In two consecutive Israeli 
elections, the kingmakers in Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
coalition struggles were centrist 
parties each less than a year old. 
A Canadian general election is 
due for October, and Conservative 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper is 
in a dead heat with the leader of 
the New Democratic Party, which 
only became a political force four 
years ago. Establishment fi gures 
seem under siege everywhere.
Th ere are ideological common-
alities in many of these places that 
cannot be overlooked. Erdogan, 
Netanyahu and Harper all repre-
sent deeply conservative strands 
of government. Th ey have also 
held power for unusually long pe-
riods of time. Conservatives held 
strong in these and other states for 
many reasons, chief among them 
the collapse of meaningful liberal 
opposition. Th e Canadian Liberal 
Party in 2009 was one example, the 
British Labour Party are another, 
removed from power in 2010 and 
further humiliated earlier this year. 
Combined with standard econom-
ic and security scare tactics, con-
servatives have held the reigns of 
power for almost a decade.
But being in power for so long 
has turned conservatives into the 
infamous “establishment.” Da-
vid Cameron, Harper, Erdogan 
and a host of other world leaders 
have been accused of being out 
of touch, much the same way that 
American politicians are being 
maligned. And like in the United 
States, many states are channeling 
their frustrations into alternatives. 
Th e British Labour Party held a 
leadership election in which Jer-
emy Corbyn, whom the BBC re-
ferred to as a “token left-wing can-
didate,” and who was widely seen 
as unelectable, emerged victori-
ous. Just last week, an unexpected 
party leadership election unseated 
Australia’s prime minister, replac-
ing him with a man known for be-
ing considerably more moderate. 
Greece’s Alexis Tsipras remains a 
well-known lightning rod of anti-
establishment sentiment, having 
capitalized on it earlier this year to 
become prime minister. Th e pen-
dulum, if it has not swung yet, is no 
longer still.
What remains to be seen is 
whether the coming pendulum 
swing is more about the estab-
lishment or the ideology. Some 
leaders seem to deftly combine 
both: Sanders looms large, as does 
Tsipras in Greece and Corbyn in 
the U.K. Likewise, the Canadian 
New Democratic Party, the Kurd-
ish party in Turkey and even the 
Scottish National Party are de-
cidedly anti-establishment left-
ists. What remains to be seen is 
if these developments point to a 
left-wing political revival, or just a 
temporary synergy. 
MIKHAIL RELUSHCHIN
THE POLITICKER
Introducing Baruch 
USG’s new treasurer
I am the treasurer of the Un-
dergraduate Student Government 
and am a senior here at Baruch 
College, pursuing an accounting 
career. 
My plan as a freshman was to 
join a club and nothing more. A 
few months later, my plans and 
goals began to develop. I fully 
immersed myself in another or-
ganization and took upon some 
leadership positions there. 
However, even after multiple 
revisions, the 4-year plan my ad-
visor asked me to fi ll out still did 
not include being involved with 
the student government—until 
last spring.
Th e beginning of my term as 
treasurer for Alpha Kappa Psi here 
on campus marked the day that 
I started making weekly trips to 
the USG suites. I became a little 
more exposed to what exactly USG 
does through conversations and 
the very few meetings I sat in on. 
I started understanding the role 
of the USG treasurer beyond the 
vouchers we hand in. 
If you had told my younger self 
that I would be sitting in that very 
offi  ce for the entirety of the next 
school year, I would have laughed 
at you.
Last spring, a representative 
senator running with Next in Lex 
approached me about an open 
board position. I was immediately 
on board. 
I knew that it would be a great 
way to meet more people and be-
come a part of the larger Baruch 
community that the student gov-
ernment touches upon.
One day, I was contacted about 
the vacant treasury position. I still 
remember panicking a little and 
asking my friends for their advice 
on whether I should take on the 
position or not. 
I did not think that I was fully 
qualifi ed for the position, and to 
be completely honest, I still feel 
that way sometimes.
My term as treasurer in Al-
pha Kappa Psi was coming to an 
end and so I thought to myself, 
why not? 
I took this position because I 
love challenging myself to things I 
did not think I could do. 
I love being able to help out and 
provide guidance to the Baruch 
community, answering the same 
questions I had just one year ago. 
I know that there will be ques-
tions I do not know the answer 
to, and I know that I will probably 
miss an email or two. 
Th is year will be a learning pro-
cess for me, but I will give it my 
best shot.
Isabel Zhao is the treasurer of 
Baruch College’s Undergradu-
ate Student Government. She 
may be reached at isabel.zhao@
usgbaruch.com. If you have any 
suggestions as to what you think 
this column should cover, please 
email Gabriel Marrero, Opinions 
editor, at gmarrero@theticker.org. 
You may also contact any member 
of the USG executive board.
Kentucky Clerk Kim Davis has been bombarded by the mainstream media in a grossly one-sided way While rising interest rates may help business, debtors would suﬀ er
THE TICKER OPINIONS I PAGE 5
In a fair and objective media atmosphere, both Davis and 
Parker would have been condemned for their refusal to up-
hold an oath of oﬃ  ce. But only one is held to the public eye, 
and the people are oﬀ ered only certain facts.
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Microsoft received a warrant 
in Dec. 2013 from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, requesting access 
to emails sent and received by a 
drug traffi  cker located in Ireland. 
Before the U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District of New 
York, Microsoft fi rst argued it did 
not have to abide by the warrant 
on the grounds that Irish laws had 
to be followed prior to adhering to 
a U.S. warrant. 
Th e government felt that since 
it was a U.S. company, U.S. laws 
had to be followed. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Loretta Preska de-
cided the fi rst ruling in favor of 
the government. 
Preska stated, “Th e issue 
was whether the company con-
trolled access to the emails, rath-
er not the location where they 
are housed.” 
Th is was based on a previous 
ruling made in 1984 by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals about gaining 
access to business records held 
abroad by banks. 
Lawyers for Microsoft argued 
that there is a clear diff erence be-
tween account statements from 
a bank and a copy of an email. 
Th ey said, “A bank can be com-
pelled to produce the transaction 
records from a foreign branch, but 
not the contents of a customer’s 
safe-deposit box kept there. A cus-
tomer’s emails are similarly pri-
vate and secure and not subject 
to importation.”
Microsoft appealed the deci-
sion in U.S. Appeals Court on Sep. 
9 of this year to try to reverse the 
decision setting the precedent 
for the company to hand over 
the emails. 
Th e three judges on the appeals 
panel appointed by President 
Barack Obama were U.S. District 
Judge Victor Bolden, U.S. Circuit 
Judge Gerard Lynch and U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge Susan Carney. 
Th e hearing started with a 
statement by Joshua Rosen-
kranz, Microsoft’s lawyer. He 
said, “We would go crazy if China 
did it to us. Th is is a matter of 
national sovereignty.” 
Microsoft argued that it would 
be time consuming for the United 
States to get the data it needs, be-
cause it would have to go through 
Irish authorities. 
Th e government argued that 
U.S. law permits them to get it di-
rectly from companies that choose 
to store it off shore. Th e U.S. gov-
ernment wrote, “A corporation 
cannot resist compliance with a 
subpoena merely on the ground 
that the responsive records are 
stored abroad.” 
Telecommunication corpora-
tions store data overseas to ex-
pedite the service of foreign cus-
tomers—being faster translates to 
more business for companies. 
Now, data stored oversees 
may be an issue. Companies may 
be in fear of their business be-
ing harmed if customers do not 
feel secure while using company 
servers. Users will think their pri-
vate data will be investigated by 
law enforcement. 
Th is is one reason why over two 
dozen companies are in support of 
Microsoft, including AT&T. News 
organizations such as Th e Wash-
ington Post and Fox News are also 
in support of Microsoft because 
journalists are in fear their notes 
could be accessed by anyone in 
the world. 
Business groups such as 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union and the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce are also backing 
Microsoft’s eff orts.
Apple also works to prevent 
unauthorized access. Th ey have a 
high security protocol that makes it 
impossible for them to access their 
own data. 
A statement from Apple about 
iMessage and FaceTime says, “Ap-
ple has no way to decrypt iMessage 
and FaceTime data when it’s in 
transit between devices. 
So unlike other companies’ 
messaging service, Apple doesn’t 
scan your communications, and 
we wouldn’t be able to comply 
with a wiretap order even if we 
wanted to.”
If this decision is not over-
turned, it means the U.S. govern-
ment will have access to private 
information all over the world. Th is 
could change the way technology 
companies operate overseas. 
Th ey may choose to reduce the 
number of foreign servers they 
have and change the locations. 
Law enforcement agencies will 
also have an easier time conduct-
ing investigations that require on-
line documents. 
If Microsoft wins, it would be an 
easy way for hackers and drug traf-
fi ckers to conceal information. 
Th ere will also be consequenc-
es because anyone can make a 
Gmail account and mark it as 
foreign, keeping it private from 
U.S. eyes. 
Illegal acts can then be com-
mitted if they are being planned 
through an email conversation. 
It will be up to the judges in 
the upcoming months to see if the 
United States would be evading 
foreign laws if it got access to infor-
mation stored abroad.
Business
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Many fi nancial institutions are 
challenged to keep up with these 
trends and re-evaluate the way they 
market, promote and off er prod-
ucts to this new generation of tech-
nology savy consumers, keeping in 
mind the importance of personal 
touch and face-to-face service that 
technology cannot off er. Compa-
nies have to fi nd a happy medium 
between the growing technology 
trends and the personal attention 
of a fi nancial advisor.
Th e conference began with 
opening remarks from H. Fenwick 
Huss, the Willem Kooyker Dean 
of the Zicklin School of Business. 
Huss stated that the conference is 
a partnership between academia 
and the real world, and that the 
goal of the college is to mold curri-
cula to what actually goes on in the 
real world.
Ana Valuenzuela, associate pro-
fessor of marketing and head of 
Baruch Consumer Research Lab, 
moderated the fi rst panel, titled 
“Th e New Financial Consumer.” 
Panelists included Laura Kozien, 
senior director of communica-
tions at Accion, Paul McClung, vice 
president of product at Barclays 
Bank, Daniel P. Egan, head of be-
havioral fi nance at Betterment and 
Bob Verrico, co-founder & CEO of 
Investing Channel.
Th is panel explored the shift-
ing fi nancial consumer and how 
fi nancial institutions must evolve 
to cater to all consumers including 
small business owners, the wealthy 
and millennials. Today, the options 
for consumers when choosing a 
bank or fi nancial service provider 
have dramatically increased. Bet-
terment is an example of a fi nan-
cial technology startup that seized 
an opportunity to meet the millen-
nial consumer’s need of accessibil-
ity. Now it is the largest automated 
investing service.
Along with the rise of fi nancial 
technology companies comes the 
question of relationships: how 
can big fi nancial fi rms incorporate 
technology but keep the integral re-
lationships they have with the con-
sumer? All of the panelists agreed 
that fi nancial services companies, 
both start-ups and big banks, must 
focus on transparency, commu-
nication and integrating technol-
ogy in appropriate ways to win over 
the consumer.
Megan Brewer, head of IT strat-
egy innovation at Credit Suisse, 
moderated the second panel titled 
“Innovations in FinTech.” Panel-
ists included Andrea Turner Mof-
fi tt, co-founder of 1000 Strong, 
Alex Lirtsman, founding partner 
and chief strategist at Ready Set 
Rocket, Prem Melville, founder 
& CEO at Social Alpha and Vipin 
Chamakkala, venture associate at 
Work-Bench.
Global fi nancial technology 
start-up fi nancing has grown from 
less than $930 million dollars in 
2008 to over $1.04 billion dollars 
in October 2014 alone, according 
to H2 Ventures. Panelists explored 
the opportunities that exist in the 
market including the millennial 
population but also women who 
are statistically an under served 
population. Only 31 percent of 
women in the United States have a 
fi nancial advisor.
Th e conversation evolved to 
the diff erent ways businesses win 
over consumers, including by pro-
viding white glove service and 
focusing social based decision-
making strategies. In addition, all 
of the panelists noted the great 
talent from young professionals 
that is driving start-up companies 
and challenging the big fi nancial 
institutions.
Meghann Fraser, senior di-
rector of strategy at Interbrand 
moderated the third and fi nal 
panel titled, “A 5-Year Roadmap.” 
Panelists included Ken Fredman, 
global head of digital market-
ing at BNY Mellon, Div Pithadia, 
CTO at Capify, Connor McGee, 
fi nancial advisor at Morgan Stan-
ley and Ramy Serageldin, COO 
at Moven.
Th is fi nal panel discussed what 
the future holds for the fi nancial 
services industry. Th ere is no de-
nying that it is quickly becoming a 
digital business, and the big fi nan-
cial institutions ready for this trans-
formation. Panelists discussed 
the connection between money 
and emotion. 
Th e key is to use technology 
to make the consumer feel good 
about their fi nancial decisions 
while still keeping the advisor in 
the equation. 
Th e department of market-
ing and its sponsors provided 
three diverse panels fi lled with 
highly educated and experi-
enced professionals in the fi nan-
cial services industry who deliv-
ered thoughtful commentary on 
relevant content.
Kozien, McClung, Egan and Verrico discussed how the ﬁ nancial consumer landscape is changing as technology advances.
YAN MENG | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
“Too Big To Evolve?”panels discuss financial service innovations
Microsoft fights for customer privacy
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Tesla’s 2015 Model S P85D has 
received the highest rating of any 
car ranked by the Consumer Re-
ports Ratings system. 
Given a score of 103 out of 100, 
the all-wheel-drive sedan per-
formed better than any other car 
in all parts of the Consumer Re-
ports road test, breaking records 
in speed as well as running cost 
levels, mastering breaking and 
handling and forcing the company 
to rework its rating system to ac-
count for the model’s extremely 
advanced capabilities. 
Consumer Reports, an organi-
zation whose mission is to “buy 
and test hundreds of products” 
to ensure its subscribers “get the 
most for [their] money,” tested 
the Tesla P85D and quickly came 
to the conclusion that it was “the 
best car” with which its staff  had 
ever been presented with.
According to Jake Fisher, auto 
test director, the “fully electric car 
is a glimpse into the future of the 
automotive industry.” Th e model 
has the newest and most techno-
logically advanced safety features, 
including forward-collision avoid-
ance and lane-departure warning. 
Th e Consumer Reports’ auto 
team provided a pros list of the test 
model, giving its subscribers with 
details that have made the sedan a 
leading model and the reasons as 
to why it was given a more-than-
perfect score. Th e team praises the 
car’s gas-free nature, its blending 
of “impressively agile handling 
and breaking with a comfortable 
ride,” launch acceleration, quiet-
ness, giant touch screen, self-driv-
ing capability and high-function-
ing Internet connection.  
What was most attractive for 
the Consumer Reports team was 
the model’s stellar performance 
abilities without the consumption 
of gasoline. Th e electric car, with 
the “Insane Mode” speed setting, 
is the fastest car the organization 
has ever tested; yet, it does not 
burn fuel nor does it produce tail 
pipe emissions.
Th e P85D initially received a 
103 on a ranking system that does 
not surpass the 100 mark.  Because 
the car “set a new benchmark,” the 
organization made changes to the 
system that would account for its 
superiority but not aff ect the rank-
ings of other cars. On the Con-
sumer Reports website, the orga-
nization has indicated the change 
in rankings and has now given the 
P85D a road test score of 100.
Although the Tesla car has re-
ceived a perfect rating, the Con-
sumer Reports team clearly ex-
plains that the score doesn’t make 
the P85D a perfect car, even at 
$127,820. In addition to the pros 
list, the organization provides the 
model’s cons list, fi nding fl aws 
in the car’s considerable drop in 
driving range during cold temper-
atures, lack of knobs and buttons 
on the dashboard as well as a lack 
of comfort gadgets and the risk in 
investing in a relatively new com-
pany’s car. 
Fisher advises the subscribers 
that Tesla is more of  “a tech com-
pany than a car company,” mean-
ing that the automobile itself does 
have imperfections.   
Th e Consumer Reports team in-
dicates that its rating does not in-
clude the reliability of the vehicle.
Th e pros of the P85D outweigh 
the cons. Consumer Reports relays 
in a concluding statement that the 
P85D is deserving of the honor as 
it is “a remarkable car that paves a 
new, unorthodox course, and it’s a 
powerful statement of American 
startup ingenuity.”
Tesla breaks rating scale
Microsoft is appealing a court order that will force the company to turn over emails from a foreign server
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Instagram update increases ad reach
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Commonly known as an app 
for sharing images, Instagram con-
tinues to expand its horizons by 
increasing the power of its ad fea-
ture. Th e company’s blog recently 
announced that additions to this 
feature will roll out in 30 coun-
tries, including India and South 
Korea, in an eff ort to boost global 
ad revenues.
Th e app itself has a large global 
audience, with more than 300 mil-
lion active accounts and 70 million 
photos uploaded each day. Th e ad 
feature was introduced over a year 
and a half ago, and its rapid ex-
pansion turned it into a powerful 
advertising platform.
According to some of the case 
studies posted on Instagram’s 
business website, brands adver-
tising on Instagram are achiev-
ing results that are two-to-three 
times higher than the Nielsen 
online average, which measures 
the eff ectiveness of a company’s 
online advertising.
Among some of the examples 
of successful advertising on Insta-
gram are Ben & Jerry’s and Guer-
lain, with the former claiming 
that 17 percent more people were 
aware of a new fl avor, while the 
latter claimed a 15-point increase 
in campaign awareness among 
younger females. Th anks to the 
new ad format introduced four 
months ago, apps like Gilt Groupe 
were able to achieve an 85 percent 
increase in app installs, Instagram 
also states.
“Over the past few months, 
we’ve been working to make ads 
on Instagram available to more 
types of businesses on a self-serve 
basis,” Instagram’s business blog 
announced, adding that, “start-
ing this month, advertisers both 
large and small can run campaigns 
on Instagram.”
According to the blog, busi-
nesses of all sizes were able to test 
Instagram’s ad system and most 
cases reported positive results. Be-
cause of Instagram’s popularity as 
a creative image-sharing app, busi-
nesses will be able to test new ways 
to reach their desired audience.
“It’s now easy for advertisers on 
Instagram to target their message 
more eff ectively and reach people 
based on what they care about,” 
the business blog also stated.
In fact, Instagram sets a prec-
edent among the diff erent forms of 
advertisement. Th e app is able to 
reach young people through their 
passions, interests and goals. 
“Advertisers also want to target 
their messages in more eff ective 
ways and reach people not just 
because of their age, location and 
gender, but because of the people, 
places and things they love,” an-
other blog post states.
Th is was partially achieved 
through a new improvement to 
the ad system introduced earlier 
in the summer, which has been re-
ferred to as carousel ads. Carousel 
ads allow users to swipe sideways 
on certain images in order to un-
cover more images relating to the 
particular product. 
Instagram ads are currently 
available through the Instagram 
API and Facebook ad buying in-
terfaces, meaning that businesses 
have an easy way to market their 
products on both platforms. 
“Th ere are more than two mil-
lion advertisers who actively use 
Facebook to market their business 
and we want to leverage the best of 
Facebook’s infrastructure for buy-
ing, managing and measuring the 
success of ads on Instagram,” the 
app’s business blog states.
Like Facebook, Instagram’s ads 
are targeted, meaning that an ad 
runs based on the user’s informa-
tion, interests and the websites 
that they visit.
With creative content, busi-
nesses are also able to create Ins-
tagram accounts and post photo-
graphs or videos of their products. 
Not only is this free advertising, 
but it also gives small compa-
nies the possibility to go viral and 
showcase some of their more 
popular products. 
According to eMarketer, Ins-
tagram will generate $600 million 
in mobile ad revenues world-
wide, accounting for 3.7 percent 
of Facebook’s total ad revenues. 
Th is number will eventually rise to 
$2.81 billion in 2017, 10.6 percent 
of Facebook’s ad revenues.
“Now that Instagram is open-
ing up, there is a lot of pent-
up demand,” claimed Debra 
Aho Williamson, eMarketer’s 
principal analyst.
Unsurprisingly, Instagram’s 
global expansion was announced 
on the same day as Facebook’s 
update for mobile users, which is 
meant to improve the experience 
that businesses have on the site.
Th e update, according to Face-
book, aims to help businesses of 
all sizes improve their presence on 
the site, particularly their appear-
ance on its mobile app. Users will 
be able to access more information 
and businesses will have an easier 
time communicating with their 
customers.
Ultimately, the success of ad-
vertising on Instagram is a chal-
lenge that comes down to the 
businesses’ ability to showcase 
their product in a way that merges 
with the user’s feed without dis-
rupting their experience. If done 
correctly, the ads will be able to 
appeal to the users in a way many 
platforms cannot.
BY KINDRA COOPER
NEWS EDITOR
Weili Ge, associate professor 
of accounting at the University of 
Washington, presented her fi nd-
ings in a research paper “Th e Ef-
fect of Internal Control on Corpo-
rate Corruption: Evidence from 
China,” after examining data from 
publicly listed fi rms in China to 
determine whether internal con-
trol over fi nancial reporting actu-
ally stems corporate money laun-
dering. Th e paper was presented at 
Baruch College by Professor Ge on 
Sep. 9.
“Basically, we refer to a form of 
corporate abuse in which control-
ling shareholders or managers ex-
propriate resources from the fi rm 
and thereby minority sharehold-
ers,” Ge explained during her pre-
sentation before business man-
agement faculty. 
Chinese state-owned energy 
giant China National Petroleum 
Corporation announced last week 
that it will sell off  most of its hotels 
by the end of 2017 and eliminate 
more than 4,000 company cars as 
part of eff orts to crack down on 
corruption and waste. “In China, 
it’s really prevalent for managers 
and controlling shareholders to 
tunnel resources to related par-
ties,” said Ge. She and a team of 
researchers studied a sample of 
4,775 fi rm-year observations of 
Chinese fi rms listed on the Shang-
hai Stock Exchange and Shenzhen 
Stock Exchange for three years 
starting in 2007.  
In China, state-owned enter-
prises account for more than half 
of all fi rms listed on Chinese stock 
exchanges. As controlling share-
holder, the government cherry-
picks top management, who tend 
to be former government bureau-
crats faced with the confl icting 
objectives of the state versus profi t 
maximization for shareholder ap-
peasement. “Window dressing” 
as Ge terms it, becomes the norm 
for managers beleaguered by de-
mands from opposite-minded 
parties. “I have a friend who works 
as a CFO at a Chinese accounting 
fi rm. Th ey keep big binders fi lled 
with internal control procedure 
documents, but they don’t re-
ally enforce them. Sometimes it’s 
enough to just have a big enough 
binder,” Ge joked. 
Her fi ndings point to the fact 
that CEOs of fi rms with higher 
internal control scores are more 
likely to be promoted, thus upping 
the incentive for big binders as a 
subterfuge for lax enforcement. 
Stricter purchase authorization 
and reporting methods for moni-
toring internal controls, as re-
quired by the Sarbanes-Oxley Act 
passed by Congress in 2002, are 
other important internal whistle-
blowers. Spurred by scandals such 
as Tyco, Enron and Worldcom, 
which shook investor confi dence, 
the SOX regulations resonated 
with Chinese government offi  cials. 
In June 2005, the Ministry of Fi-
nance, together with other govern-
ment agencies, issued the “Report 
on Learning from Sarbanes Oxley 
to Strengthen Our Listed Firms’ 
Internal Controls.” However, Ge’s 
fi ndings point to the fact that the 
state ownership of Chinese fi rms 
weakens the eff ect of internal con-
trol strength and is also negatively 
associated with the frequency of 
disclosure. 
“In China you fi nd that you 
need to bribe government offi  -
cials, to wine and dine them in or-
der to get a contract,” said Ge.
Ge discusses corporate 
abuse of funds in China
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER
Crowdfunding is a fairly new 
strategy of investing in which mul-
tiple investors have the opportu-
nity to collectively contribute to a 
diverse range of ventures. Th ese 
projects can be simply visions of 
modern inventors, or on a grander 
scale, multimillion dollar real es-
tate investments, the latter being a 
much more recent development. 
Th e fi rst U.S. commercial property 
to be partially crowdfunded in the 
United States recently put fi nishing 
touches on the fi nal renovations.
Th e project, called AKA United 
Nations, involves a New York City 
hotel purchased and renovated by 
a crowdfunding platform called 
Prodigy Network, which is headed 
by CEO Rodrigo Nino. Nino’s most 
successful project was the con-
struction of Colombia’s largest tow-
er in Bogota, the BD Bacata.
Th e company bought the New 
York property last year with Kor-
man Communities for $68.5 mil-
lion. Th e investment totaled $95 
million after the purchase of the 
property and its renovations, and 
$12 million of this amount was pro-
cured from online funding eff orts 
from 116 smaller investors, contrib-
uting at least $20,000 each.  
As of now, the residences are 
being rented as extended-stay con-
dos, but each of the 95 units are up 
for sale with a listed price between 
$1.2 million and $1.5 million. Th e 
vision for the property is to appeal 
to foreign investors who would use 
the condos as temporary residenc-
es during their trips to the United 
States, subleasing them for the 
remainder of the year. 
In comparison to similar con-
dos in midtown, AKA United Na-
tions’ units are priced more com-
petitively and will charge buyers 
steep monthly fees. Even though 
condos have full kitchens and most 
have balconies, not a single condo 
is more than 662 square feet. 
Residents of AKA United Na-
tions will have the luxury of hotel 
amenities, such as housekeep-
ing, that are not standard for most 
condominium complexes in the 
city.  Located just a few blocks 
from the General Assembly Build-
ing and Grand Central Terminal, 
the condos, with their prime loca-
tion, have already caught the eye of 
international politicians.
Th e majority of the fi nanciers’ 
return on investment will derive 
from unit sales, as well as hotel fees 
while the building is still being used 
by temporary guests for extended-
stay. Once all units are sold, the 
return from the fees will no longer 
be applicable. About 90 percent of 
the crowdfunding investors for the 
project were foreigners who expect 
an approximate 20 percent return 
on investment. 
Th is development is just one of 
three crowdfunded properties in 
the city that Prodigy is undertaking. 
Th e abundance of monetary back-
ers available by way of crowdfund-
ing depicts a new trend of expand-
ing investments by means of online 
fundraising.  
Massolution, a research and 
advisory fi rm that has studied 
crowdfunding closely, released a 
statistical analysis report express-
ing the initiative’s presence in the 
investment market. It states that in 
2014 alone, crowdfunding grew 156 
percent, eventually surpassing $1 
billion in investors’ dollars. Not all 
of these investment opportunities 
were real estate related, however. 
In fact, most had nothing to do with 
real estate.
Massolution predicts that 
crowdfunding in North America 
will continue to grow exponential-
ly, ultimately exceeding $1.5 bil-
lion, through 2015. Th ese predic-
tions were made due in part to the 
sudden success and popularity of 
the investment platform in North 
America, compared to other con-
tinents.
In Europe, for example, it is 
only expected that $1 billion will 
be thrown into crowdfunding cam-
paigns in 2015. Th e real estate por-
tion of the crowdfunding market 
is also expected to grow interna-
tionally by 150 percent by the end 
of 2015.
In terms of the crowdfunding 
market, the advisory company 
refers to the term “crowd capital-
ism.”  Th is is a progressive term 
referencing the ideology of a large 
group of people fi nancially collab-
orating to achieve a common goal. 
Nino, in an interview, revealed his 
long-time goal of breaking “the 
stranglehold that big institutions 
and rich elites have on commercial 
real estate.” 
Th is statement implies a future 
in which more individuals have the 
ability to invest in larger develop-
ments and that the control of the 
market would be in the hands of the 
many instead of the few.  Although 
still in its early stages, crowdfund-
ing has shown signifi cant promise 
in the projects it can control. 
AKA United Nations is just one 
example of such a project that has 
been successful and demonstrates 
that such an undertaking is an al-
ternative means to raising money.  
Times Realty News compiled 
a list of 152 American crowdfund-
ing sites, each focused for diff erent 
investment opportunities.  It also 
lists sites for other regions such as 
Asia, Europe and the Middle East. 
Although they are not as abundant 
in these regions as they are in the 
United States, it is apparent that the 
presence of crowdfunding sites has 
increased throughout the world 
since 2014.
Even platform companies such 
as Prodigy advertise potential in-
vestment opportunities on their 
homepage in order to draw atten-
tion to their latest endeavors.  Th e 
additional attraction to crowdfund-
ing proposals could eventually ex-
pand the market even further and 
could also give more individuals 
the incentive to invest.
First US housing financed by crowdfunding debut in NYC
WWW.PRODIGYNETWORKBLOG.COM
AKA United Nations is located near the United Nations General Assembly building and may attract international travelers.
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Rodeo brings back southern trap with help from Kanye West
Iron Maiden releases two-sided album 
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Iron Maiden, one of the key 
players of the new wave of British 
heavy metal of the 1980s, are back 
with their latest studio album, Th e 
Book of Souls. Compared to any-
thing they have put out in the past, 
this new record is unlike any that 
the band has done since their self-
titled debut album came out 35 
years ago.
Th e Book of Souls marks the 
very fi rst time that the band has 
released a double studio album, 
something exceptionally rare in 
this day and age. Traditionally, 
those types of albums have al-
ways been a double-edged sword 
for musicians. While it is always 
nice to see an artist give fans their 
money’s worth with as many songs 
as possible, double albums usually 
suff er from having a somewhat co-
pious amount of fi ller. 
A couple well-known examples 
of this are Th e Beatles’ self titled al-
bum and Guns N’ Roses’ Use Your 
Illusion. Th e band’s three main 
guitarists, Adrian Smith, Dave 
Murra and Janick Gers, continue 
to provide Iron Maiden with their 
trademarked brand of simultane-
ous rhythm and lead guitar work. 
While any other band would as-
sign the rhythm and lead parts to 
one specifi c player, the band lets 
all three guitarists blend into the 
mix and the result is British heavy 
metal at its fi nest. Supporting the 
fortifi ed wall of electric guitars 
are Steve Harris on bass guitar 
and Nicko McBrain on drums and 
percussion. Aside from writing the 
vast majority of the album’s songs, 
Harris’ signature bass playing 
style provides the driving beat and 
groove that compliments the three 
guitarists. McBrain’s heavy-hitting 
drumming technique rounds out 
Iron Maiden’s sound, and also 
reaffi  rms him as one of the great-
est heavy metal drummers of all 
time. Th e member that is draw-
ing the most attention is front 
man Bruce Dickinson. After suc-
cessfully battling a serious case of 
tongue cancer earlier this year, he 
returns to show the world that not 
even a deadly disease will make 
him retire from the music indus-
try. And judging by his powerful 
vocal performance, he complete-
ly lives up to this claim. For this 
new album however, Dickinson’s 
contributions actually go beyond 
the microphone. 
In every way, shape and form, 
Th e Book of Souls represents both a 
continued evolution in the band’s 
songwriting skills and a partial 
return to their early days. A mod-
ern studio trend is making rock 
albums that sound more raw and 
live. Harris and producer Kevin 
Shirley, who has previous produc-
ing credits with other bands like 
Dream Th eater, Journey and Slay-
er, made it a point to record the 
songs as they were being written, 
rather than the traditional method 
of fl eshing them out in rehearsals 
before going into the studio to re-
cord. Th is spontaneity adds a layer 
of untamed heaviness across both 
discs. 
Compared to the last few Maid-
en records, there are not as many 
overly lengthy songs as there were 
in the band’s early days, while 
Iron Maiden is not offi  cially con-
sidered a progressive metal band, 
Th e Book of Souls borrows a lot of 
elements from that genre. A re-
curring theme throughout both 
discs is the concept of mortality 
and the human soul. Th is theme 
even continues in the cover art, 
which features the band’s longtime 
mascot Eddie, dressed in Mayan 
spiritual garments. 
Given Iron Maiden’s recent 
troubles with their lead singer’s 
cancer scare, it is fi tting that the 
band latched on an overall theme 
that resonated both with the fans 
and themselves. 
Another minor theme that is 
present in the album is aviation. 
Given Dickinson’s side job as a 
certifi ed commercial airline pilot, 
it seemed inevitable that the band 
would tackle this topic. It is also 
fi tting that the aviation-themed 
songs were written by Dickinson 
himself. “Death or Glory” focuses 
entirely on a World War I-era aer-
ial dogfi ght. Th e combination of 
the fast, almost thrash-like guitar 
playing, intense lyrics and frantic 
vocals adds an almost cinematic 
quality to the song that lets lis-
teners paint their own picture of 
the action. 
Aviation is also a key theme in 
the standout song on the entire 
package, “Empire of the Clouds.” 
Clocking in at 18 minutes, it is the 
single longest song that Maiden 
has ever recorded in any of its it-
erations. Musically, it takes its cues 
primarily from progressive rock 
bands of the past and present. Th e 
infl uence of Pink Floyd, Queen-
sryche, Emerson, Lake & Palmer 
and especially Dream Th eater is 
evident all throughout the song. 
As far as the lyrics go, the song tells 
the story of the tragic 1930 R101 
airship crash. 
Th e epic scale of both the 
band’s musical performance and 
lyrical content results in a song 
that would even rival the best 
songs from the best progressive 
metal bands. 
After a fi ve-year gap, Iron Maid-
en’s fi rst ever double album was a 
nice surprise that was more than 
worth the wait. Given the band’s 
recent habit of playing entire new 
albums during their live shows, 
fans have a lot to look forward to 
for the inevitable Book of Souls 
World Tour. 
BY EDWIN MOREL
ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS
It is diffi  cult to label Travis 
Scott’s much anticipated debut al-
bum Rodeo when its production 
is simply too far ahead of its time 
to be put on a pedestal with other 
2015 releases. He does not use 
many lyrics, eff ortlessly giving fans 
insight about his struggles back in 
Houston and his life around drugs 
and hopeless love, and yet Scott 
has fans “utterly mesmerized” by 
his beat-shifting craftiness and 
synthesized melodies. Th e south-
ern hip-hop/hardcore trap fl ow is 
prevalent in his work. He is often 
compared to the fl ow that artists 
like Future and Migos, who have 
made a theme amongst young lis-
teners who want to simply trap. His 
production is so revolutionary and 
futuristic that fans may not be able 
to fully appreciate Scott’s genius for 
another couple of years.  
Last summer, Scott gave fans a 
taste of his potential with the mix-
tape Days Before Rodeo, which had 
fans bumping on bass-heavy beats 
and fl ows that were more about 
style than they were substance. 
Loaded with features from hot art-
ists like Rich Homie Quan and Big 
Sean, Scott’s platform was more 
reliant on feature fl ows and rhythm 
that felt choppy at times. Th is al-
lowed fans to question whether he 
would have the ability to branch 
out as an artist behind the mic or 
remain in the shadows of Kanye 
West’s beats. 
Th e album opens with “Por-
nography,” where Scott makes a 
declaration of what the album will 
present. Listeners get high with 
him, appreciating the fantasies of 
a misfi t achieving a riot against the 
system. T.I. opens the track with an 
introduction to Scott’s intentions 
and ambitions. Scott brings back a 
drugged love prevalent in his past 
mixtapes. Th e pain that made his 
single “Mamacita” such a hit reso-
nates in the beat, leaving fans only 
to listen and imagine Scott grap-
pling on to a bull back in his home-
town of Houston and taking us all 
on his ride of truth and brutality.As 
he says to close the track, “let your 
ambitions carry you.” 
Th e track that follows, “Oh My 
Dis Side” has to be one of the pin-
nacle points in the album. Early 
on, he lets fans know the truth be-
hind his motivation. With a play 
on words “on this side,” he takes 
listeners home to Houston and 
reveals facing the demons of be-
ing homeless at one point in his 
life and selling drugs to stay afl oat 
until his music career launched. 
Th e untamed honesty in his words 
resonates with a calming fl ow in 
the second half of the song as he 
slows it down, fusing southern rap 
and R&B. Th e beat shift from dark 
and heavy to collective and settling 
is so powerful, it allows listeners to 
feel his emotions and understand 
his message beyond the lyrics.
Th e rodeo picks up and Scott re-
invents the fl ows from Days Before 
Rodeo with a more matured sonic 
wave of beats that sync together 
into one extended trap club banger. 
His extensive list of featured artists 
allows him to make the album a 
masterpiece in other ways outside 
of rapping. Each of these artists 
brings their own fl avor into Scott’s 
culmination of drugs and adven-
ture, coming together like a posse 
and serving diff erent purposes in 
Scott’s rodeo. Swae Lee, member of 
Rae Sremmurd, and Chief Keef rep-
resent the lavish lifestyle of drugs, 
groupies and alcohol in “Night-
crawler.” Scott’s crafty production 
on the track leaves fans foaming at 
the mouth, trying to keep up with 
the rodeo. Th e sound crashes in 
waves in an unorthodox balance of 
southern hip-hop, synthetic electro 
and in-your-face pop. 
Th e same can be said about 
“Maria I’m Drunk,” featuring Jus-
tin Bieber and Young Th ug in what 
forecasts to be the banger of the 
album. Fans fall into an insomnia 
of auto-tunes in Young Th ug and 
Scott’s voices while giving Justin 
Bieber a well-earned redemption 
in his feature. Representatives of 
life in the spotlight, these stars 
are drunk in love with models 
and drugs. 
He fi nishes his rodeo with 
an up-tempo funky beat that is 
drenched in Scott’s motivation to 
move on. In “Apple Pie,” he makes 
an innuendo from moving on 
from Houston and from the girl 
who gave him the best high. Th e 
rodeo never ends as Scott admits 
to continue “searching for home,” 
but now knows that he wants to ce-
ment his legacy among the greats. 
He is letting go of a familiar apple 
pie that was so sweet in order to 
make his own recipe of greatness. 
He closes with an outro from 
T.I. who forecasts terror for any 
artists who try to stop the great-
ness that is coming together before 
our eyes. “Th e head to the body of 
the belligerent militant group that 
sponsors the revolution will not 
be televised.” 
Th e 23-year-old mastermind 
has set the bar high for expecta-
tions going forward after Rodeo. 
Honest to his originality and am-
bition, Scott designs an album 
with so much cohesiveness in 
its delivery and an overpower-
ing bass that compliments a 
drugged-out melody. 
In the most trill adventure of 
self-analyzing and outrage on soci-
ety, Scott unleashes his inner sav-
age and lets us join him on a rodeo 
that will only be understood when 
fans listen to its design and appre-
ciate the same mastery that made 
the production of Yeezus so rich. 
Rodeo takes listeners on a chaotic ride by way of heavy-hitting beats and over-synthesized noise.
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Kwapis film disappoints
BY MAXIM DAVYDOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In Hollywood, movies other 
than epics or superhero movies 
can all be separated into diff erent 
groups that are united by a specifi c 
audience. Th ose groups are called 
niches. You can usually guess the 
niche by seeing who the audience 
is in the movie theater. A Walk In 
Th e Woods is a perfect example 
of a niche movie, with audience 
members being predominately 
over the age of 50. Robert Redford 
produced and starred in a fi lm that 
shares a biographical narrative of 
two aged men and their trip to go 
hiking in the Appalachian Moun-
tains. 
A successful travel-guide writ-
er, Bill Bryson (Redford) is trying 
to fi ll the unexplained void he has 
inside of him and comes up with 
the idea of going to hike one of the 
most dangerous mountain ranges 
in North America. He soon agrees 
to go with his old acquaintance 
Stephen Katz (Nick Nolte), a rather 
extravagant persona, with whom 
Bryson is not on good terms. Af-
ter a meticulous preparation, they 
start their journey to the entire Ap-
palachian Trail. Although Nolte’s 
alcoholic character can be enter-
taining from time to time, the cli-
ché sexual jokes are only humor-
ous in contrast with Nolte’s not-
so-sexual appearance. 
Th e performances should actu-
ally be labeled as cameos, not so 
much for how short the appear-
ances were, but really for how 
undeveloped and eventually un-
important the characters of Emma 
Th ompson and Mary Steenburgen 
become as the story begins to un-
fold. It feels as if the whole movie 
was made for no particular reason. 
Th e thing with niche movies is 
that sometimes their specifi c au-
dience narrowness makes them 
almost unbearable to watch for 
other groups. Th e movie’s lack of 
development and some form of 
fi nite moments provides the feel 
that something is always about 
to begin, but never does. It never 
gets to the point of being at least 
captivating. Th e audience is an-
ticipating at least some climax, 
and ends up with a weird feeling of 
total dissatisfaction. 
Th roughout the movie, there 
are constant reminders and spec-
ulations of how hard and danger-
ous hiking is and that it would be 
almost impossible for two men in 
their 70s to do so. However, there 
are no traces of struggle or even a 
single long-lasting hardship. 
Everything is made as if hik-
ing the Appalachians is similar to 
a nice walk up Fifth Avenue with 
occasional bumping into clumsy 
tourists. Not only does the movie 
lack writing skills, it also lacks 
directing skills. Th e one thing 
that director Ken Kwapis really 
achieved and should be praised 
for, which is the set up of images. 
All the stunning and vibrant pan-
oramas of the Appalachians are 
truly mesmerizing and leave you 
with a sense of disbelief that all 
of these views are actually of the 
United States. When watching all 
of those views, one becomes full of 
desire to go and experience them 
in real life. Overall, the movie 
can hardly be called enjoyable 
or interesting. 
Th e lack of development and 
excitement really makes the audi-
ence forget the reason why they 
came to see this movie. However, 
this movie might be somewhat 
pleasant to watch for someone 
who is interested in dull and calm 
movies for the sake of relaxation. 
Otherwise, it is honestly a waste of 
time that could have been used for 
doing much more exciting things 
such as sleeping.
BY THOMAS SEUBERT
MANAGING EDITOR 
Nobody expects a 1990s alter-
native rock star to intrude upon 
the world of classical music or ex-
pand the lexicon of his work to in-
clude chamber rock music, but Ben 
Folds, the front man for Ben Folds 
Five, an alternative group formed 
in 1993, has dared to test his clas-
sical chops and expand his compo-
sitional pallet. With his new album, 
So Th ere—comprised of eight pop 
songs recorded with yMusic and an 
original, three-part piano concerto 
composed by Folds—the artist 
demonstrates an evolvement from 
his angst-riddled rocker roots.
Folds fi rst became famous for 
the rhythmic piano-driven pieces, 
soft ballads and emotionally mo-
tivated but technically impres-
sive piano solos he wrote for Ben 
Folds Five and for his subsequent 
solo albums. 
A playing style that is an inter-
section of Jerry Lee Lewis, Elton 
John and any drummer, Folds of-
ten bangs, elbows and punches his 
piano for dramatic eff ect and for 
diff erent sounds, as he couples this 
technique with snarky lyrics like 
“well I thought about the army/dad 
says, ‘son, you’re fucking high’” and 
“y’all don’t know what it’s like/be-
ing male, middle class and white.” 
Lyrically, technically and in 
performance, Folds shows a need 
to break his songs (and maybe his 
piano) a tiny bit, trying to achieve 
perfection through imperfection. 
Much like Folds’ Songs for Sil-
verman, his new album lyrically 
demonstrates the diff erence be-
tween an angry kid sardonically 
aware of his own disillusionment—
his Ben Folds Five days—and an 
older, not-so-wiser man somehow 
comfortable with being at odds 
with himself and the world. 
In “Not a Fan,” the main char-
acter cannot come to terms with 
loved ones fan-girling over a “boy 
band minus the heart.” “Phone in a 
Pool,” the album’s single, recounts 
a time when Folds grew so sick of 
being attached to his cellphone 
that he threw it in a fi t into a pool. 
Even when depicting a more senior 
moment of disillusionment, Folds 
cannot help but to sprinkle his 
tongue-in-cheek lyrics with some 
painful truth, “What’s been good 
for the music/hasn’t always been 
so good for the life.”
Sometimes, he goes for broke 
when it comes to momentousness, 
turning the adage of “Capable of 
Anything,” also the name of the 
track, on its head. Essentially, if you 
are capable of good things, then ac-
cording to Folds, you must also be 
capable of great evil. Other times, 
he illustrates, perhaps autobio-
graphically, a surprisingly celebra-
tory realization, “I’m not the man 
that I used to be.” 
And of course, Folds cannot 
take himself too seriously, turning 
a song into an explicit music theory 
lesson with “F10-D-A.” Listen to 
that one for yourself.
Th e chamber rock songs on 
the album are euphonic thanks to 
Folds’ backing band, yMusic. Com-
prised of six New York instrumen-
talists—string trio, clarinet, fl ute 
and trumpet—yMusic has worked 
with various artists, bridging the 
gap between the classical and 
pop genres. 
With Folds as composer, yMu-
sic does not simply accent typi-
cal pop arrangements by playing 
whole notes, similar to other rock-
er-turned-classical-junkie acts. 
Rather, yMusic drives the chamber 
rock pieces. Th e same way piano 
stars like Elton John and Billy Joel 
grew into more complex arrange-
ments within a standard band set-
ting—listen to Cold Spring Harbor,
an early Joel album, and compare 
it to a later album like Th e Nylon 
Curtain—Folds’ compositional 
abilities produce an unfettered 
soundscape, brilliantly delivering 
his artistic voice.
Going beyond chamber rock, 
Folds’ deluge into pure classical 
writing—the last twenty minutes or 
so of So Th ere—exemplifi es a willful 
stubbornness to see music as one 
giant universe instead of a series 
of subgenres. 
Written in a three-movement 
classical piano concerto format, 
the fi rst movement of Folds’ con-
certo is fast and dramatic. Th e 
piano rapid-fi res menacing bass 
notes with splashes of notes from 
higher octaves. Violins, violas and 
the brass section carry power and 
participate in a short, fl owing call 
and response with the piano. Folds 
sneakily throws in a jazzy scale for 
his listeners delight.
In ternary or song form, the sec-
ond movement exudes tranquility. 
An extended melody is carried by 
the piano. Folds, seemingly ob-
sessed with strings, allows this sec-
tion to carry an elegant swell in the 
middle of the movement, which 
ends with a few quiet squeaks from 
the piano and ringtones and chirps 
from phones: a Foldsian tarnish to 
the classical concerto.
Th e third movement is where 
Folds takes control of his piece, 
truly making it his own. With the 
orchestra’s roaring support, Folds 
creates an inimitable wall of sound 
by slapping the inside strings of his 
piano—reminiscent of his rocker-
self—while continuing to play with 
his left hand. By holding strings 
down, Folds creates a staccato ef-
fect and transforms his piano into 
a riffi  ng guitar. Folds plays the 
same sequence with freed strings, 
working in a loud glissando. Clos-
ing with accented arpeggios, 
the fi nal movement ends, albeit 
somewhat abruptly.
Folds’ concerto may not be what 
classical-style scholars demand 
from a modern concerto, nor is it 
likely that Folds will ever be known 
as a classical composer or for his 
chamber rock. But by maintaining 
his individualistic artistic vision 
and fl ourishing in that pursuit, 
the ivory tickler has successfully 
composed and articulated himself 
across music genres in a way that is 
undeniably true to himself.
So Th ere is unlike any other re-
cord made before it. 
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Folds provides the experience of a rock drummer within the limits of a grand piano through an unorthodox technique. 
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Couture Fashion Week delivers inspiration at Crowne Plaza Hotel
BY LYNN CHAWENGWONGSA
COPY EDITOR
If fashion shows in New York 
were a family, New York Fashion 
Week would be the gorgeous elder 
sister at whom everyone stares, and 
Couture Fashion Week—not to be 
confused with the famed Couture 
Fashion Week in Paris—would be 
the younger sister, slightly awkward, 
almost as charming and equally as 
beautiful. It could be its 72-year 
history, its affi  liation with the es-
teemed Council of Fashion Design-
ers of America, or even its former 
Mercedes-Benz title sponsorship 
that brings the hype and pomp to 
New York Fashion Week. Couture 
Fashion Week is, to say the least, 
a three-day event of extravagance 
and eclectic tastes. Th is year it was 
held from Sep. 11 to Sep. 13 at the 
Broadway Ballroom of the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Times Square. Th e 
biannual event, which launched in 
2003 and is now in its 22nd season, 
features an assortment of design-
ers, both American and foreign, 
each with their own infl uences and 
visions. Unlike many traditional 
fashion shows, CFW also provides 
live musical entertainment during 
runway presentations, reminiscent 
of Victoria’s Secret fashion shows. 
While Couture Fashion Week is 
an alternative to the offi  cial New 
York Fashion Week, it does not 
showcase the usual alternative 
fashion that consciously clashes 
with the status quo. In fact, with 
the prevalence of current indus-
try trends throughout the Spring 
2016 collections of this year’s 21 
designers, Couture Fashion Week 
does quite the opposite. American 
designer Lauren Tormenta’s collec-
tion, which was perhaps the closest 
thing to alternative fashion in the 
entire three-day show, embraced 
the neo-Victorian look. Swimming 
in deep reds, black and bulky fur-
lined coats with chunky collars, 
Tormenta’s models looked myste-
rious and regal. Corset lacing, fl o-
ral stockings, knee-high boots and 
studded ankle boots added an ele-
ment of malevolent sultriness. Fel-
low American designer Felisha Dee 
Bullock, employed the red-black 
duotone look in her more modern 
collection of gowns, pairing her two 
satin cherry-red evening gowns 
with black pumps. 
Shafi ra Couture, created by In-
donesian designer Feny Mustafa, 
kept with her tradition of using 
colorful headscarves to fi nish her 
runway looks. Diana Putri of Di-
ana Couture, also from Indonesia, 
chose a drastically diff erent ap-
proach by adorning her models 
with staggering abstractions of gold 
spirals. However, Indonesian cul-
ture did not serve as the only inspi-
ration for head ornaments as Kelsy 
Dominick of Di Domenico Designs 
concealed her models’ faces with 
feathered Venetian Carnival masks. 
Other trends, such as the skinny 
scarf and the mingling of male and 
female models on stage, also made 
their way to the Crowne Plaza stage, 
though in moderation. Th e com-
monalities of mainstream fashion, 
which includes the pantsuit, plaid, 
gloves and furry shoes, were com-
pletely dismissed. 
But in a celebration of individu-
ality and the universality of fash-
ion, new trends emerged in the 
world of Couture Fashion Week. 
A major trend among the diverse 
collections was the use of layered 
fabrics, or ruffl  es as they are often 
called. Ruffl  ed miniskirts, high-
low ruffl  ed skirts and tiered dress-
es—sometimes in ombre patterns 
to enhance color gradation and 
depth—provided a stark contrast 
to the streamlined silhouettes that 
dominated many of the collections. 
One crowd favorite worth men-
tioning was Chinese designer 
Cheng Hao’s minimalist and ver-
satile opening number. At fi rst 
glance, the outfi t consisted of black 
shorts paired with a silky black and 
white, yin and yang design draped 
around the model’s shoulders, fall-
ing to her waist and creating a loose 
fl owing hemline. In a moment of 
awe, the model proceeded to slide 
the top down one shoulder, wear-
ing it as an asymmetrical top, and 
then down the other shoulder until 
it functioned as a mini dress. 
Th e piece generated even more 
applause when the model pulled 
the multifunctional piece down 
to her waist, wearing it as a knee-
length skirt and revealing a thin 
black bandeau. In a night celebrat-
ing extravagance and excesses, 
Cheng’s simplicity stood out as a 
notable crowd pleaser. Still, in the 
sea of fabrics and multifunctional 
dresses, the one thing overlooked 
at Couture Fashion Week was the 
shoe, more specifi cally, the plat-
form pump. From the runway—
with the exception of fl ats and san-
dals in Cheng’s collection—to the 
audience, monochromatic pumps 
were ubiquitous. In bubblegum 
pink, white, nude and black, mono-
chromatic pumps were most often 
paired with monochromatic dress-
es, with a recurring sight being the 
sparkling blue dress and nude heel. 
American designer Andres Aquino 
amplifi ed the look by adding glit-
tering golden wings to the back of 
one pair of white pumps. 
At the end of the Couture Fash-
ion Week however, the audience 
proved to be the most creative. 
Many showed up to the Broadway 
Ballroom having made the choice 
between elegant or shockingly 
over-the-top. On the fi nal night of 
Couture Fashion Week, two drag 
queens opted for both, squeezing 
into corsets with matching high-
low skirts, laced-up boots and fi n-
gerless gloves. Still, some attendees 
showed up in fashionable casual 
wear. One girl in particular paired 
designer tennis shoes with a skirt 
refl ecting much of New York’s cur-
rent street wear.
In spite of the prominence of 
New York Fashion Week that has 
long overshadowed Couture Fash-
ion Week, the three-day event is 
rising as a distinguished one in 
the elite world of high-end fash-
ion. With tickets ranging from $50 
to $1,200, the event is becoming 
increasingly popular and a worthy 
alternative to the realm of elitist 
fashion enthusiasts. Although it 
may never eclipse New York Fash-
ion Week, Couture Fashion Week 
certainly off ers three days of in-
credible couture fashion.
Spectators are oﬀ ered a slightly less mainstream presentation with live musical performances and a variety of designers. 
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BY SIBELY ANAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Researchers at Iowa State Uni-
versity have developed a ques-
tionnaire that will help determine 
whether a person suff ers from 
nomophobia, or the fear of being 
without one’s mobile phone. 
Th e term nomophobia was 
coined in a 2008 study that sought 
to investigate anxieties experi-
enced by users of mobile phones, 
and was defi ned in a 2010 study 
published in Cognitive and Behav-
ioral Neurology as the discomfort 
or anxiety caused by being out of 
contact with a mobile phone or 
computer. Th e researchers found 
that in the United Kingdom, 53 per-
cent of the users surveyed suff ered 
from the phobia. Th e results also 
showed that men are more prone 
to nomophobia than women. Close 
to half of all surveyed reported 
anxiety when unable to use their 
mobile phones. 
“Although there has been an 
increasing academic interest in in-
vestigating the problems emanat-
ing from smartphone use, research 
into nomophobia has been scarce,” 
the study reports. 
Th e phobia has developed as a 
result of growing dependence on 
mobile phones, which are a portal 
into communication and informa-
tion technologies. Nomophobia 
is distinctly a modern-age phobia 
that came out of an interaction 
between people and their devices. 
Th ey have become so essential 
that production and accessibil-
ity of mobile phones, especially 
smartphones, has become a neces-
sity. According to the International 
Telecommunications Union, by the 
end of 2015, 7 billion people will 
have cellular phones, a 97 percent 
penetration rate of mobile cel-
lular subscriptions. A majority of 
these users are young adults, who 
are known to be the adopters of 
this popular technology and thus 
utilize it the most. 
Th e mobility of smartphones 
makes it easy to develop a depen-
dence on them, as they off er enter-
tainment along with information 
and communication technologies. 
Th ey also off er a platform on which 
to learn and diff erent ways in which 
to experience relationships.
An exploration of nomophobia 
through interviews with students 
at Iowa State found that there are 
four dimensions of the phobia, 
according to the study published 
in Computers in Human Behavior
in August.
Th e fi rst dimension is not be-
ing able to communicate, which 
is self-explanatory. Th e ability to 
contact and be contacted by oth-
ers is important for instant com-
munication provided by mobile 
phones, the hindrance of which is 
anxiety-inducing.
Th e second is losing connect-
edness. Connectivity is something 
smartphones help facilitate by al-
lowing users to constantly be con-
nected with their online identities, 
which are inherently connected 
to their physical identities. Los-
ing this connectedness results 
in discomfort as well as a feeling 
of disassociation. 
Th e third dimension is losing the 
ability to access information. In an 
age of instant gratifi cation wherein 
users need to be able to access in-
formation immediately, this gives 
rise to anxieties induced by not be-
ing able to use one’s smartphone to 
fi nd what they need.
Th e fourth and last dimension 
identifi ed was giving up conve-
nience. By being away from their 
mobile phones, users give up a lot 
of the utilities that smartphones 
provide in terms of convenience 
that give peace of mind. 
Utilizing the discovery of these 
dimensions, the researchers were 
able to compile a list of 20 questions 
that gauge students’ nomophobia. 
Th is type of procedure is called a 
mixed methods research design—
the fi rst step used qualitative data 
to develop the second step, which 
studies quantitative data. 
Th e questionnaire took the 
form of a rating system to study 
the degree to which each declara-
tive statement applied to the par-
ticipants. Th e fi rst nine items asked 
about users’ smartphone use, with 
statements along the lines of, “I 
would feel uncomfortable without 
constant access to information 
through my smartphone,” and “I 
would be annoyed if I could not use 
my smartphone and/or its capabil-
ities when I wanted to do so.” 
Th e second series of items 
served to gauge users’ nomophobia 
in a self-analyzing manner, probing 
about their anxieties and nervous-
ness in the event of disconnection 
from their smartphones. It featured 
items such as, “I would feel anxious 
because I could not instantly com-
municate with my family and/or 
friends,” and “I would feel weird be-
cause I would not know what to do.” 
Th e existence of such a ques-
tionnaire is noteworthy as it pro-
vides context to think about the 
ways that smartphones have be-
come essential parts of people’s 
lives. It can be used to diagnose 
the severity of nomophobia and as 
such, can provide a breakdown for 
the issues that need to be tackled 
in order to cure it. Future research 
needs to be conducted in order to 
determine factors that may predict 
nomophobia and prevent it before 
it occurs. Th e study suggests the 
ability to identify and develop pre-
vention strategies for certain risk 
groups.
BY GABRIEL MARRERO
OPINIONS EDITOR
After countless trailers, game 
play footages and speculation, 
Metal Gear Solid V: Th e Phantom 
Pain has fi nally been released for 
most major platforms. Th e fi fth, 
and supposedly fi nal, episode of 
the long-running Metal Gear series 
was originally teased during the 
Spike Video Game Awards in 2012. 
Since then, the game has been fol-
lowed with a massive amount of 
hype not just for its seemingly revo-
lutionary gameplay, but for its sto-
ry, which has always been a staple 
of the franchise. 
Th e Phantom Pain man-
ages to deliver both of these 
aspects, though not without 
imperfections.
Th e Phantom Pain takes a large 
departure from the previous in-
stallments with the introduction 
of an open-world setting. Players 
are allowed to roam the vast desert 
landscape of Afghanistan and the 
jungles of Africa as they tackle over 
100 missions that the game has 
to off er.
Th e world of Th e Phantom Pain 
is certainly beautiful. Regardless of 
the platform of choice, the game 
boasts top-notch graphics and tex-
tures, and it is easy to get immersed 
in the landscape.
Th e problem, however, comes 
in the emptiness of the world it-
self. While the maps of Afghanistan 
and Africa are massive and visually 
impressive, the game put little em-
phasis on the setting. 
Scattered around the world are 
guard posts, fortresses and bases, 
though there is not much to do be-
sides assaulting these areas. Th ere 
are no people to interact with other 
than the countless soldiers that the 
player will toss around with ease. 
While it is possible to fi nd the oc-
casional wildlife or item out in the 
world, more often than not, the 
player will end up running from 
one mission objective to the next, 
as there is nothing particularly in-
teresting about the open-world as-
pect of the game.
Th e gameplay of Th e Phantom 
Pain is where the game truly shines. 
Th e game controls unbelievably 
smoothly and the player has a 
wide array of options at his/her 
fi ngertips. 
Th e traditional stealth aspect 
of the Metal Gear series has never 
been done better. Enemies will re-
spond to both the player and the 
world around them, with factors 
such as noise and visibility needed 
to be kept in mind at all times for 
those who do not wish to be seen.
For players who prefer a more 
action-oriented route of gaming, 
Th e Phantom Pain does not dis-
appoint. Players have access to an 
entire arsenal of weaponry and 
each is as eff ective as the next. Th is 
allows for multiple ways to com-
plete a mission and ensures that 
no two players’ experience will be 
the same. 
Th e game also off ers some fun 
with its base customizations. Play-
ers will operate and manage a 
home base where they will be able 
to assign soldiers to various tasks, 
such as completing missions and 
researching new equipment for the 
player to use.
Th ese soldiers are found in the 
open world, and each comes with 
their name, face and statistics. 
Th is can result in players endlessly 
searching the landscape for new 
recruits and possibly getting at-
tached to them as they encounter 
them in their base.
Th e weakest part of Th e Phan-
tom Pain, however, is its story. Th e 
Metal Gear series is infamous for 
its cut scenes, the longest of which 
is a sequence totaling over 70 min-
utes. While such a feat is certainly 
undesirable, it goes without saying 
that this is a part that makes the 
series what it is.
Th e Phantom Pain does away 
with the long cut scenes and it ends 
up detrimenting the game over-
all. Th e story feels sparse, as most 
of the exposition is left out of the 
movies and put into optional cas-
sette tapes that players can listen 
to as they play the game. However, 
the cut scenes that are left in the 
game are incredibly weak.
Kiefer Sutherland, known for his 
role in the TV series 24, voices the 
protagonist named Big Boss. But it 
may be hard to recognize the voice 
actor as Big Boss barely speaks. 
Whether this was an intended de-
sign choice or it was simply too 
expensive to get a major Holly-
wood actor to voice the character 
is unknown.
Th at being said, many of the cut 
scenes feel incredibly awkward and 
uncomfortable as characters go 
into full-length monologues while 
Big Boss stands by and watches.
Th e story of the game itself is a 
massive let-down, considering that 
this was supposed to be the miss-
ing link in the series’ lore. Series 
creator Hideo Kojima is known 
for his unconventional and grand 
storytelling, but he let the play-
ers down with Th e Phantom Pain.
Th e story seems to contradict pre-
vious entries in the series, and 
the ending of the game contains 
a twist so bizarre and unneces-
sary that it would make M. Night 
Shyamalan jealous.
It all comes down to a matter 
of Th e Phantom Pain seeming as 
though it is unfi nished. Th e game 
is amazing polished, with beauti-
ful visuals and excellent controls. 
However, after the long wait, pro-
duction, and hype that went into 
the game, it feels as if Metal Gear 
Solid V: Th e Phantom Pain could 
have been so much more.
Despite the game’s few fl aws, 
Th e Phantom Pain is still, without 
a doubt, one of the best games to 
come out in 2015. Problems with 
storytelling and the somewhat bar-
ren open-world aside, the game is 
still far beyond other games com-
ing out this year.
If players can look past the fl aws, 
then they will be treated to hours 
upon hours of fun and excitement.
Science & Technology
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Iowa State develops questionnaire to diagnose nomophobia
53 percent of surveyed users in the United Kingdom suﬀ er from nomophobia, or the fear of being witout one’s mobile phone.
The Phantom Pain delivers entertainment with some imperfections
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
The Phantom Pain introduces an open-world setting and an improved stealth system, but the story suﬀ ers.
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A recent study conducted by 
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Cen-
ter suggests that the antidepressant 
sertraline, a selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitor (SSRI) known 
more commonly by its market 
name Zoloft, may alter brain struc-
tures diff erently in depressed and 
non-depressed individuals.
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
11 percent of Americans aged 12 
years and older take antidepres-
sant medication, which is why 
knowing their eff ects on the brain 
is crucial.Th e research found that 
Zoloft increased the volume of 
a particular brain region in de-
pressed test subjects—in this case 
41 female middle-aged cynomol-
gus monkeys from Indonesia—
while decreasing the volume of 
two brain areas in non-depressed 
subjects.
Th e test subject demographic 
was carefully chosen due to the fact 
that depression is nearly twice as 
common in women as men and the 
use of antidepressants is most com-
mon in women between the ages of 
40 and 59. Th e study stated that be-
havioral depression in cynomolgus 
monkeys—known as the macaque 
outside laboratories—appears 
strikingly similar to human depres-
sion, sharing symptoms such as re-
duced body mass, increased risk of 
cardiovascular disease, autonomic 
dysfunction and increased mortal-
ity. Th e cellular organization of the 
macaque hippocampus, along with 
its menstrual cycle, resemble that 
of a human female. 
For further accuracy, the mon-
keys consumed Western-like diets, 
consisting of 44 percent calories 
from fat and 0.29 milligrams per 
calorie cholesterol rate. In order 
to comply with institutional, state 
and federal law dictating the us-
age of primate in laboratory set-
tings, all procedures involving the 
monkeys were performed using 
protocols approved by the Institu-
tional Animal Care and Use Com-
mittee of Wake Forest University 
Health Sciences.
Th e study began by separat-
ing the monkeys into two groups 
balanced for depressive behavior, 
body mass index and body weight. 
Sertraline was chosen in order to 
ensure the monkeys’ body weight 
remained stable, because it has lit-
tle to no eff ect on body weight com-
pared to other common SSRIs such 
as escitalopram, more commonly 
known as Lexapro.
Th e test subjects were deter-
mined to be depressed due to their 
slumped body posture with open 
eyes and a lack of responsiveness 
to environmental stimuli. For 18 
months, 21 monkeys were admin-
istered daily oral sertraline doses 
while 20 received placebos. Th e 
results of the regimen equates to 
a human taking an antidepressant 
for fi ve years.
Within a month of treatment, 
MRIs and blood samples were 
collected. Simultaneously, cere-
brospinal fl uid samples were tak-
en in order to make plasma and 
metabolite determinations.
Following the conclusion of the 
study, MRI images exposed that 
depressed subjects experienced 
a volume increase in the anterior 
cingulate cortex. Th is is a region 
of the brain involved in emotional 
learning, vocalizations associated 
with expressing emotional states, 
maternal-infant interactions, as-
sessments of motivational content 
and assigning emotional valence 
to internal and external stimuli, 
acording to Th e National Center for 
Biotechnology Information.
It was noted throughout the 
study that the sertraline decreased 
the aggressiveness in the monkeys, 
while affi  liative behaviors—such 
as grooming and sitting in physi-
cal contact—increased. However, 
the extensiveness of coronary ar-
tery atherosclerosis, a major cause 
of heart attacks, was found to be 
higher in depressed monkeys and 
monkeys treated with sertraline. 
Th erefore, it can be said that coro-
nary distress is most common in 
depressed, sertraline-treated ani-
mals.
Carol Shively, Ph.D., is a pro-
fessor of pathology-comparative 
medicine at Wake Forest Baptist 
and the lead author of the study. 
She explained that the discovery 
is particularly concerning consid-
ering the fact that Zoloft is often 
prescribed for other disorders be-
sides depression, including obses-
sive compulsive disorder, panic 
disorder, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, social anxiety disorder, 
premenstrual dysphoric disor-
der, various eating disorders and 
sexual dysfunction.
On the other hand, non-de-
pressed subjects showed a de-
crease in the volume of this region 
as well as the hippocampus, a 
region crucial for long-term epi-
sodic memory and construction of 
mental images.
Th e fact that there have been 
no previous studies performed on 
the eff ect of SSRIs on the brain vol-
umes of individuals not diagnosed 
with depression is frightening. Yet, 
SSRIs like Zoloft are the third most 
prescribed drug type in the United 
States.
Th e aforementioned study is 
the fi rst one that has examined the 
long-term eff ects of SSRIs in a pla-
cebo-controlled randomized pre-
clinical trial. However, smaller vol-
umes of the cingulate cortex hippo-
campus, and amygdala—a group 
of nuclei responsible for memory, 
emotional reactions and decision-
making—have been found in de-
pressed people.
Th e use of SSRIs has skyrock-
eted, mainly because antidepres-
sants are now prescribed for many 
mental problems other than de-
pression. According to the CDC, 
the use of these medications has 
increased by 400 percent in the last 
15 years, and over 60 percent of 
those taking antidepressants have 
taken it for more than two years. 
Meanwhile, less than one-half of 
Americans taking multiple anti-
depressants have seen a mental 
health professional in the last year.
Th ese fi ndings could be a cause 
for alarm to any individual being 
prescribed SSRIs. A study in the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association argues that SSRIs such 
as paroxetine and fl uoxetine, more 
commonly known as Paxil and Pro-
zac, are no more eff ective in treat-
ing depression than a placebo pill. 
Th at is to say that SSRIs have little 
to no eff ect on mild or routine de-
pression, and should only be used 
to treat severe depression.
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According to the CDC, the use of antidepressants in the United States increased by 400 percent in15 years.
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
A recent study conducted 
by scientists at the University of 
South Carolina has provided em-
pirical evidence that making mis-
takes can be benefi cial. 
Th ere is plenty of research sup-
porting reward-based learning. 
Th is type of learning is also ap-
plicable when attempting to en-
hance positive behavior. However, 
it is not the only type of learning 
method. Avoidance learning, or 
learning through the punishment 
of negative experiences in order to 
reinforce positive choices, has not 
been examined in great depth. It is 
a less supported method of learn-
ing, as extrinsic forces that cause it 
to occur are infrequent. 
Th is study researched the pro-
cess of avoidance learning. Th e 
procedure comprised of a ques-
tion game and brain scans. Th ere 
were 28 participants in the study, 
including 16 females and 12 
males, all around the age of 26. 
Th ey were selected after a screen-
ing for the absence of any psycho-
logical or neurological disease, for 
right-handedness and for near-to-
perfect vision.
A monetary award motivated 
the subjects to perform to the 
best of their ability. Right an-
swers helped them earn money 
and wrong answers resulted in 
monetary loss.
Th e fi rst part of the study elic-
ited the avoidance learning when 
the wrong answer was chosen. Th e 
second part elicited award-based 
learning. Th e fi nal part tested 
whether the participants learned 
from their original mistakes.Re-
searchers found that when the 
brain has a chance to assess its op-
tions and its mistakes, failure can 
be converted into a form of reward.
Th e context of an issue or ques-
tion presented could have a nega-
tive outcome or value. If that value 
and other choices derived from 
the context are analyzed, a posi-
tive value can be found. Since the 
subject is now aware of forgone 
positive alternatives, it would inci-
dentally lead to punishment avoid-
ance. However, to reach that point 
of analysis, the subject must have 
enough information about the 
contextual choices or alternatives.
Th e brain scan showed that the 
fi rst part of the study activated the 
anterior insula, a part of the brain 
that deals with avoidance learn-
ing. Th e second part activated the 
ventral striatum, which is con-
nected to reward-based learning. 
But most importantly, the third 
part of the study activated the ven-
tral striatum as opposed to the an-
terior insula. Th e results are paral-
lel to the analysis that failure can 
be viewed as rewarding if the sub-
ject is able to convert its mistakes 
to successes in the future. Th is 
activates reinforcement rather 
than avoidance.
Th is is also similar to the pro-
cess that results from the feeling 
of regret. Regret, which signals 
the acknowledgement of a mis-
take, may cause the individual to 
change his or her behavior in the 
future. Th is could enhance the ed-
ucational and economical systems 
by statistically backing the belief 
that failure is the best teacher.
Th e core theme is that failure 
is rewarding can help explain the 
importance of analytical and re-
fl ective thinking. However, more 
studies must be conducted to see 
whether the process for punish-
ment avoidance learning is the 
same in individuals that are, for in-
stance, left-handed. Questions still 
remain of whether an individual’s 
past experiences or any present 
psychological or neurological dis-
orders impacts these results.
Mistakes can be beneficial
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
In what is considered Christ-
mas time for technology fans, 
Apple hosted its keynote on Sep. 9 
and showed off  their new slate of 
products for the year. 
Kicking off  the event was a new 
addition to the iPad lineup, which 
recently celebrated its fi fth anni-
versary. Tim Cook, the CEO of Ap-
ple, announced that the iPad Pro 
was on the way to give users a more 
high-end and professional feel to 
the tablet-computing experience. 
At 12.9 inches, it is the single largest 
iOS device that Apple has released. 
Cook also boasts that the 64-bit 
A9X processing chip will provide 
users with a desktop-like experi-
ence. Th e launch is expected to 
take place this November with 32, 
64 and 128 GB models available.
In what was the strangest an-
nouncement of the keynote, if not 
the strangest in the company’s his-
tory, Cook showed off  a specially 
designed stylus pen and a detach-
able keyboard for the iPad Pro, apt-
ly named the “Apple Pencil” and 
“Apple Keyboard.” Th e asking price 
for the stylus alone is $100.
Th e announcement of such an 
accessory is in stark contrast to 
what the late Steve Jobs said about 
styluses when he fi rst announced 
the original iPhone in 2007. Back 
then, he derided them as being 
unnecessary accessories to use on 
a touch device. Seeing Apple go 
against their own founder’s phi-
losophy has certainly raised a lot 
of eyebrows.
Not even six months old, Apple 
also made a few additions to its 
line of smartwatches. While it was 
mostly involving new wrist straps 
and a new rose gold model color, 
a new operating system, known as 
watchOS 2, was announced to be 
launched on Sep.16. 
Apple TV was also given a ma-
jor update during the keynote. As 
part of Apple’s continued eff ort to 
integrate elements of iOS to their 
other products, the fourth itera-
tion of Apple TV will include an 
entirely new operating system, 
tvOS, a touch remote and even its 
own App Store. Siri technology 
and wireless communication with 
users’ iPhones and iPads are also 
included. Th e new Apple TV will 
be released this October.  
As most expected, the key 
highlight of the event was the an-
nouncement of the 11th and 12th 
additions to the iPhone family: the 
iPhone 6S and  iPhone 6S Plus. 
Aesthetically, it looks more or less 
the same as last year’s 6 and 6 Plus 
models, the only real new addition 
being a new rose gold outer shell 
color. 
Th e biggest update was found 
in the software. Aside from be-
ing the headlining devices for iOS 
9, both new phones feature 3D 
Touch display. Apple boasts that 
3D Touch will perform diff erent 
tasks depending how soft or hard 
the user taps the screen. Th e tech-
nology has been compared to the 
common action of right clicking to 
bring up additional options. 
3-D Touch will also enable us-
ers to answer messages quicker 
and preview web links without 
having to go to the website itself. 
While he admitted that it will take 
a while for third party developers 
to fully adapt to the new software, 
Cook remains confi dent that the 
transition will be quick and easy.
Th e new phones were available 
for pre-ordering during the week-
end and are to be released on Sep. 
25, with storage capacity options 
of 32, 64 and 128 GB. As of the writ-
ing of this article, however, only a 
handful of models will be available 
to pick up on day one, with the rest 
being available to the public 2 to 4 
weeks after the initial launch.
While it off ered everything that 
was expected, Apple’s September 
keynote delighted fans with the 
occasional surprise announce-
ment. And judging by the overall 
new product slate, this forthcom-
ing holiday season is destined 
to rake in nine-digit fi gures for 
the company.
WWW.FLICKR.COM
The new iPhone 6S will feature a new processor and a 3D touch screen.
Apple keynote announces new iPhone
Antidepressants lead to brain volume increases among users
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Food insecurity prevails in the city
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
A new study by the Journal of the 
American Osteopathic Association 
has deemed food insecurity a major 
factor in the childhood obesity epi-
demic that is sweeping the United 
States. Food insecurity—a dispar-
ity in access to food necessary for a 
healthy lifestyle—is a preventable 
threat. However, the prevalence of 
food insecurity is high, aff ecting 
14.3 percent of households in the 
United States, 19.5 percent of which 
have children.
Conducted by the University 
of Mississippi and Ohio State Uni-
versity between 1999 and 2006, the 
study used surveys and routine 
physicals to track the health, food 
and fi nancial situations of over 
7,500 participants between the 
ages of 12 and 18.
Th e study found that par-
ticipants with high food secu-
rity proved less obese as a whole 
than the national average level of 
18.4 percent, while those in low 
food security situations showed 
a greater level of obesity than the 
national average. 
Children of low-food secure 
households were found to be 33 to 
44 percent more likely to be over-
weight than their high-food secure 
counterparts, concurrently proving 
to be 1.4 to 1.5 times more likely to 
fi t the criteria for central obesity.
With childhood obesity comes 
a host of metabolic diseases, from 
heart disease to diabetes, as well as 
a possibility of long-term obesity. 
Food insecurity works against fam-
ilies trying to set their children to-
ward healthy and successful lives, 
instead creating a generation of 
Americans with looming medical 
concerns before they even gradu-
ate high school.
“Th ese families often have 
to make the diffi  cult decision of 
choosing to buy healthy food or 
buying food they can aff ord,” said 
Christopher Taylor, an associate 
professor of medical dietetics and 
family medicine at Ohio State and 
co-author of the study. With the 
recession looming large and the 
economy still on uneven ground, 
this is a decision being made by 
more and more families each day.
“To delay or prevent the de-
velopment of overt disease, phy-
sicians must identify patients at 
risk for metabolic disorders before 
clinical manifestations emerge,” 
the study explains.
Th e study’s conclusion also 
suggests that “primary care osteo-
pathic physicians should focus on 
… identify[ing] strategies and re-
sources to promote optimal nutri-
tional status on limited resources.” 
Taylor supports this, explaining 
that, “As physicians, we can help 
our patients identify resources such 
as local food banks or the Federal 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program to help bridge that gap.”
Ulrick Vieux, an American Os-
teopathic Association health policy 
fellow, pushed the idea of healthy 
school lunches as a measure 
against obesity. Th rough school 
meal programs, children of poorer 
and food-insecure families are al-
lotted nutrient-rich choices.
“Many children rely on school 
meals to provide healthier meals 
that they may not be exposed to 
at home or the community,” Vieux 
said. “Policies such as the Healthy 
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 set 
nutrition standards and increase 
access to such meals. It’s impor-
tant that we advocate for policies 
like this to ensure our nation’s chil-
dren are getting the nutrition they 
need to minimize future obesity-
related complications.”
With nationwide cuts to food 
stamp programs—including the 
cutting of 76 million meals from 
New York’s Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program in 2013— 
it becomes more diffi  cult for par-
ents to provide nutritious meals, 
and the use of charities and other 
measures will become greater.
As reported by the New York 
City Coalition Against Hunger 
in 2014, one in six New York City 
residents were food insecure, with 
one in four of these residents being 
children. Th is is a problem that will 
continue to grow as time goes on; 
the nation will be forced to man-
age the lasting health issues expe-
rienced by today’s children.
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Food insecurity prevails in the United States, aﬀ ecting 14.3 percent of households.
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR
New research published in Psy-
chological Science and Association 
of Psychological Science journal 
reveals that people’s ability to per-
ceive color may be impaired by a 
negative mood. Th e study brings 
a quite literal meaning to the 
phrase, “feeling blue,” and found 
that participants who were in-
duced to feel sad perceived colors 
in the blue and yellow spectrums 
less accurately. 
According to Christoper Th or-
stenson, the fi rst author of the re-
search, the hypothesis that sadness 
reduces color perception came 
from previous research, which 
showed that depression reduces 
contrast sensitivity. 
“We were already deeply famil-
iar with how often people use col-
or terms to describe common phe-
nomena, like mood, even when 
these concepts seem unrelated,” 
says Th orstenson. “We thought 
that maybe a reason these meta-
phors emerge was because there 
really was a connection between 
mood and perceiving colors in a 
diff erent way.”
Th e researchers state that col-
ors can infl uence psychological 
states and cognition. A study pub-
lished in the Journal of Experi-
mental Psychology found that pro-
longed exposure to the color red 
could negatively aff ect a person’s 
performance on cognitive tests. 
Th is research, however, focuses on 
the reciprocal of this and examines 
whether a psychological state can 
infl uence the perception of color. 
Th e research was based on two 
studies. For the fi rst study, 129 un-
dergraduate students who agreed 
to participate were given a form in 
which they were told they would 
watch a fi lm and then take a color 
perception test. Th e subjects were 
randomly assigned to either watch 
a fi lm that would induce sadness 
or amusement. 
Th e fi lm clips were short, and 
both were proven to have their re-
spective eff ects on the viewer in a 
previous study titled “Emotional 
Elicitation Using Films.” Th e ef-
fects on the subjects of Th orsten-
son’s study were confi rmed when 
test subjects fi lled out an emotion-
al response survey after the color 
perception test.
For the color perception test, 
subjects were shown color patches 
that were objectively red, yellow, 
blue and green. Each color por-
trayed with six diff erent quantized 
saturations, ranging from highly 
saturated to barely saturated. 
Th e results showed that sub-
jects who watched the sad fi lm 
clip were less accurate in identi-
fying colors than those who had 
watched the amusing fi lm. Inter-
estingly, subjects were only less 
accurate at identifying colors in 
the blue and yellow spectrums. 
Th e researchers did a second 
study in which 130 participants 
were tested in a similar way. Th e 
only diff erence was that an amus-
ing fi lm was swapped out for a neu-
tral screensaver. With the changed 
control conditions, the results were 
almost the same. Subjects who 
viewed the sad clip were less accu-
rate in perceiving colors, but only in 
the blue and yellow spectrums. 
“Our results show that mood 
and emotion can aff ect how we see 
the world around us,” says Th or-
stenson. “Our work advances the 
study of perception by showing 
that sadness specifi cally impairs 
basic visual processes that are in-
volved in perceiving color.”
Th orstenson went on to say 
that follow-up studies were neces-
sary to fully understand the appar-
ent relationship between mood 
and visual perception.
Emotions impact colors
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As the New York Yankees em-
bark on their fi rst September in 20 
years without a man named Derek 
Jeter on the roster, they fi nd them-
selves in great condition to make 
the postseason, somewhere they 
have not been since 2012. While 
the team that plays in Queens has 
certainly made its noise this sea-
son, the team from the Bronx has 
exceeded everyone’s expectations 
thus far and hopes to continue this 
trend as October approaches.
Both the Yankees and Toronto 
Blue Jays have lead the American 
League East over the duration of 
the past month in what should 
be a division race that does not 
conclude until the last few games 
of the season. Toronto’s off ense, 
headlined by Jose Bautista and 
MVP candidate Josh Donaldson, 
has been historically great, scoring 
runs with no mercy. On the other 
hand, New York’s off ense has been 
hit-and-miss, struggling to fi nd 
consistency at the plate.
One reason this off ense has 
been stagnant as of late is due to 
the loss of their fi rst baseman, 
Mark Teixeira. Number 25 had 
clearly been the best player on the 
team and constantly produced at 
the cleanup spot. Due to his ab-
sence, everyone essentially moves 
up one spot in the lineup and sud-
denly those expectations that were 
being exceeded are now being met. 
Two players that have been able to 
seamlessly transition into bigger 
roles and help New York stay afl oat 
in the division race are Alex Rodri-
guez and Brian McCann.
In March, if somebody were to 
predict A-Rod would wind up with 
over 30 home runs after spending 
an entire year away from base-
ball, others would wonder if they 
belong in an insane asylum. Th e 
14-time All-Star has stepped into a 
leadership role this season and has 
fully embraced it. From repairing 
his problematic relationship with 
the Yankees’ front offi  ce to becom-
ing the 29th player in MLB history 
to reach 3,000 hits, Rodriguez has 
come a long way from his suspen-
sion even admitting, “To be quite 
honest, a year ago today I didn’t 
know this day would ever come. 
Th ere were some really dark days.”
Yogi Berra, Th urman Munson 
and Jorge Posada. Th ese are just 
a few of the legendary catchers in 
New York’s illustrious history, and 
McCann is compiling numbers 
that ranks him right up there with 
the best of them. After recently 
launching his 25th homer of the 
year, McCann became the sixth 
catcher in Yankees history to hit 
25 or more home runs in one sea-
son. Manager Joe Girardi opted to 
insert his catcher into the cleanup 
spot to replace Teixeira and he 
has certainly suffi  ced. Although 
McCann has been getting it done 
behind the dish, the teammates 
that he catches have contrib-
uted to this recent slump for the 
Bronx Bombers.
After entering the season with 
too many starters, the Yanks had 
to send some to the bullpen and 
even the minor league. Th e situa-
tion could not be any more diff er-
ent now. Nathan Eovaldi, arguably 
their premier pitcher at the time, 
was shut down after an MRI re-
vealed elbow infl ammation in his 
throwing arm. Flirting with no-hit-
ters and pitching deep into games 
were on Eovaldi’s agenda prior to 
his injury, which will sideline him 
until the postseason. New York’s 
starting rotation has shown they 
are unreliable and shallow, putting 
immense pressure on the relievers.
Besides Dellin Betances and 
Andrew Miller, known together as 
“DnA,” Girardi’s options, when it 
comes to the bullpen, have been 
scarce. Betances and Miller have 
virtually shortened the game to 
seven innings as both relievers 
have a sub-2 ERA and a WHIP un-
der one. However, the rest of the 
bullpen has been ineff ective, caus-
ing the Yankees’ skipper to overuse 
his two best arms. Chasen Shreve, 
Justin Wilson and Chris Capuano 
are just a few names that have 
been utterly disappointing on the 
mound making the bridge from 
starter to DnA that much more dif-
fi cult to manage for Girardi. 
In 2012, New York reached the 
American League Championship 
Series with Jeter, Andy Pettitte and 
Mariano Rivera leading the way 
in what would be their last playoff  
appearance as a trio. Th e follow-
ing year, Pettitte and Rivera hung 
up their cleats as the latter part 
of the season was more of a cer-
emony to celebrate the two mag-
nifi cent pitchers’ careers in pin-
stripes. Th en in 2014, Jeter called it 
quits after a season that was often 
referred to as the “Th e Farewell 
Tour.” In his fi nal game at Yankee 
Stadium, Jeter drove home the 
game-winning run in a meaning-
less game that sent Yankees fans 
everywhere into a frenzy.
As October rapidly approaches 
with the Yankees likely headed to 
the playoff s, they are optimistic 
that their strengths outweigh their 
weaknesses. Th e Bronx Bomb-
ers are optimistic McCann and 
Rodriguez can continue to carry 
this team off ensively. New York is 
optimistic that their starting rota-
tion can help make Girardi’s job 
easier by calling on Betances and 
Miller to get the fi nal six outs. Since 
there is not  much to celebrate 
this season as opposed to previ-
ous seasons, the Yankees’ focus is 
on one mission and one mission 
only, World Series Championship 
No. 28. 
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Bearcats stay hot with 9-0 blowout win over Brooklyn Bulldogs
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR
With the addition of fi ve new 
players to the 2015 roster, and 
the return of several key ones, the 
Bearcats have built up the right bal-
ance in their repertoire to avenge 
their disappointing fi nish to last 
season. After a huge win in their 
biggest challenge this fall over Pur-
chase College, the Baruch wom-
en’s tennis team extended their 
undefeated record to four games 
with a win over CUNYAC confer-
ence rivals, Brooklyn College. Th e 
Bearcats cruised past the Bulldogs, 
winning all six singles matches and 
three doubles matches to complete 
their fi rst 9-0 sweep of the season. 
Th eir ability to dominate on the 
court has been exciting to watch, as 
the team does not look to be stop-
ping their high-fl ying momentum 
anytime soon. 
Th e Bearcats’ fast start to the 
season began with two back-to-
back 8-1 victories against Lehman 
College and Pratt Institute, as well 
as a 6-3 win over SUNY Purchase 
College. Team captain Allie Jack-
son-Hing, opened her third season 
as a Bearcat with a convincing 6-0 
score in each of her fi rst, two singles 
sets to give Baruch an early advan-
tage. In doubles play, Jackson-Hing 
teamed-up with fi rst-year player 
Daria Vasekina and won 8-0 for a 
perfect fi nish to end the evening. 
Hayley Bester had a great start 
as well, taking the fi rst set 6-4; 
however, she needed a tiebreaker 
after giving up the second set 3-6. 
Bester ultimately took the singles 
match after a hard-fought battle 
in the third, which ended 10-7. In 
doubles, Bester was also joined by 
a fi rst-year player, Isabel Arias, to 
win 8-1. Last season, Jackson-Hing 
and Bester played alongside each 
other as one of the most dominant 
duos in the conference. As a fresh-
man, Bester earned a spot next to 
the captain after demonstrating 
an acumen for solid doubles play. 
Head coach Florin Guiglescu tends 
to pair experienced players with 
neophytes, and so far, his tactic 
has proven to be successful, as the 
Bearcats have not lost a doubles 
match yet this season. 
In their game against the Can-
noneers of Pratt Institute, the 
Bearcats continued right where 
they left off  and secured another 
solid win. Last year, the team faced 
a brutal beating by the Cannoneers 
who took the game 8-1. However, 
this time, Baruch fl ipped the script 
on the Brooklyn team and won all 
but just one singles competition in 
the match. 
Th e Bearcats looked like a dif-
ferent team when they set out to 
the courts that evening. Bester, 
Arias, Jessica Zukhovich and Diana 
Fedorkova each closed out their 
singles competition in two sets 
and held their opponents down 
to less than three scores in each 
set. Vasekina fi nished the night 
with a tight singles win, 6-2, 6-4, 
and shared a doubles victory with 
Jackson-Hing 8-3.
Having less than a full day’s 
rest before their next game, the 
Bearcats traveled to York College to 
face the Panthers of Purchase Col-
lege. Th e worn out and shorthand-
ed Bearcats ended up splitting the 
singles competition 3-3 but sealed 
the deal in doubles play by taking 
all three matches. Th e poor weath-
er conditions also prevented either 
side from showcasing their best 
performance that afternoon.
On the following Tuesday, Ba-
ruch returned to Brooklyn for their 
second conference game of the 
season. After sitting out against the 
Panthers, Jackson-Hing came back 
to the court with a singles victory, 
6-1, 1-6, 10-6, and a doubles win, 
8-5, with Vasekina. It was a rough 
evening for the captain as she 
struggled to fi nish in the later sets. 
Dzhessika Bisenkevich and Brooke 
Severance teamed up at third dou-
bles to win 8-2. Bisenkevich and 
Severance have proven to be a great 
combination, as the two are now 
4-0 on the season at third doubles.
With wins over Lehman Col-
lege, Pratt Institute, Purchase Col-
lege, and recently, Brooklyn Col-
lege, Baruch stands at the top of 
the conference standings with a 
slight edge over the College of Stat-
en Island. Th e Dolphins have also 
started their season on a 4-0 run; 
however, they trail the Bearcats 
one game in CUNYAC play, as the 
team has yet to face their second 
conference opponent. 
Th e Hunter College Hawks, the 
team that eliminated the Bearcats 
in the CUNYAC tournament last 
season, has struggled to fi nd their 
identity this season as the team 
fell to 0-3 following their loss to 
Farmingdale State College. Ba-
ruch will have their chance at 
redemption on Oct. 12, in what 
is expected to be a highly antici-
pated match against Hunter Col-
lege. But for now, the team will 
head to Flushing, New York, on 
Sep. 25, to face the Bloodhounds 
of John Jay College. Th e Bearcats 
will have a well-deserved rest af-
ter playing four games in a 10-day 
stretch. If they can manage to stay 
consistent through the rest of the 
season, Baruch will be a nightmare 
to any opposing team, no matter 
who is standing on the other side 
of the net.
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
Arias, the freshman phenom from Woodbury, has been exceptional so far, going 3-0 at ﬁ rst doubles this season.
Bronx Bombers faulter down stretch
BY JOSEPH ROBINSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
One of the biggest nights in 
boxing in recent history included 
a match with one of boxing’s fi n-
est, Floyd “Money” Mayweather, 
in what he said was his last pro-
fessional fi ght ever. Leading up to 
his fi ght included an international 
frenzy between Orlando Salido 
from Mexico and Roman “Rocky” 
Martinez from Puerto Rico. Any 
true fan, and anyone with an un-
derstanding of boxing would have 
to admit that to be given the oppor-
tunity to fi ght on the undercard that 
night is a rising star’s dream.
Th e rivalry in the ring between 
Mexico and Puerto Rico has been 
going on for years, and they always 
produce great fi ghts. It all started in 
1981 when Wilfredo Gomez chal-
lenged Salvador Sanchez to a bout 
for the featherweight title, and ever 
since then, it has been a tradition to 
put on great performances and to 
compete for the win and for pride 
between the two cultures. 
Salido fought a great fi ght, con-
stantly adding pressure from the 
beginning of round one, up until 
the fi nal bell in round 12. Marti-
nez also fought a great fi ght, but 
had a slightly diff erent game plan 
in mind. In the earlier rounds it 
seemed as if Martinez wanted to 
punch and move, as he kept cir-
cling Salido as soon as he fi nished 
a combination. 
In the later rounds, Salido began 
to break Martinez down with his 
consistent pressure and forced him 
to fi ght an “inside” fi ght. Unfortu-
nately, the fi ght ended in a draw, 
and the two fi ghters left the ring 
furious as they both thought they 
deserved to win.  
In his last fi ght in a professional 
setting against Berto, Mayweather 
put on a show. He threw and land-
ed a barrage of great combinations. 
It was a side of him that fans did not 
see in his last four fi ghts, and won-
dered if he still had it in him. In his 
younger days as “Pretty Boy” Floyd, 
we saw increased amounts of ac-
tion from him. It was a time when 
he scored the majority of his knock-
outs and used his killer left hook. 
Against Berto, Mayweather landed 
57 percent of his punches for a to-
tal of 232 out of 410. Th e twelfth 
round was an exciting round as we 
all got a chance to see Mayweather 
aim for a knock out; something he 
hasn’t done in his recent fi ghts. He 
didn’t have to make any changes 
in his craft or in the way he fought. 
Speed was key, and it helped him 
pick openings in Berto’s defense. 
One of the fi rst punches you learn 
to throw as a boxer, the jab, aided in 
increasing Mayweather’s accuracy 
signifi cantly. Th e jab is Mayweath-
er’s key punch, as he depends on it 
heavily to help control the pace of 
the fi ght. It’s a tool that every fi ght-
er must learn to use if they want to 
be great at the sport. Seconds after 
the bell rung in round one; the fi rst 
punch of the fi ght was a Mayweath-
er jab that landed fl ush on Berto’s 
face. Mayweather threw a total of 
219 power punches and connected 
on 149 of them, landing 68 percent 
of his shots.
When watching a Mayweather 
fi ght, fans already know what to 
expect, and his unique approach 
to the sport may change boxing 
for the future generations, as there 
are already young amateur fi ghters 
mimicking his style. We fi rst heard 
about it in the Cuban School of 
Boxing: hit and not get hit, and the 
jab is always your punch of choice 
unless you can counter with a dif-
ferent one. 
Th roughout the entire fi ght, 
Mayweather shows off  his footwork 
and head movement. It is true, too 
much moving around and avoid-
ing punches will make a fi ght bor-
ing, but a lot of fans fail to look at 
it from a fi ghter’s perspective. Sure, 
from outside of the ring you want 
to see action, and it looks easy to 
dance around your opponent, but 
from the boxers’ standpoint, it is 
one of the hardest things to do. Not 
only does he move around the ring 
throughout this fi ght, but he also 
mixes it up and stands in front of 
Berto throwing and landing good 
combination punches. 
Th e fi ght between Mayweather 
who is now 49-0 with 26 KOs, and 
Berto, 30-4 with 23 KOs, did not 
generate as much “fi ght hype” as 
Mayweather’s other fi ghts because 
Berto was a huge underdog, and 
fans thought Floyd chose an easy 
last fi ght. Even though Mayweather 
dominated the entire fi ght, win-
ning by unanimous decision on 
the judges’ scorecards 117-111, 
118-110, 120-108, it is not fair to say 
that he intentionally chose an easy 
fi ght. Styles make fi ghts, and every 
fi ghter deserves a chance. Berto 
is known as an aggressive fi ghter, 
who engages and makes fi ghts in-
teresting. Th e slogan Berto’s team 
put an emphasis on during the 
pre-fi ght conferences read, “When 
have you ever saw a boring Andre 
Berto fi ght.” 
Fans who tuned into the event 
that night had the chance to wit-
ness one of the greatest in this box-
ing era compete one last time. In a 
post-game interview, Mayweather 
shared, “I’m leaving the sport with 
all of my faculties, I’m still sharp, 
and I’m still smart.” Who knows if 
this decision is certain, but what we 
do know is that he had a good run.
After emphatically securing 
last season’s Premier League title, 
Chelsea has stumbled out the gates 
to start the 2015-2016 season. Th eir 
pompous manager Jose Mourinho 
has his club near the bottom of the 
table one month into the season. 
An opening 2-2 draw against Swan-
sea City saw goalkeeper Th ibaut 
Courtois ejected with a red card 
while colliding into Bafetimbi Go-
mis. Th e striker got his vengeance 
on new acquisition Asmir Begovic 
as the ensuing penalty kick rattled 
the net. Th e frustration for Blues 
fans would only grow from there.
In their following match, Man-
chester City devastated Chelsea 
with three goals in impressive 
fashion. Chelsea stumbled into 
a raucous Etihad Stadium as the 
relentless pursuit from manager 
Manuel Pellegrini’s side out-paced 
Chelsea. World-class forward Ser-
gio Aguero, who is currently side-
lined by an injured knee, kicked 
off  the festivities in the 31-minute 
mark with sharp passes from David 
Silva and Yaya Toure assisting the 
Argentinian. Th en, right before the 
79-minute mark, Vincent Kompany 
received a corner kick and depos-
ited a header past Begovic. Shortly 
after, Fernandinho joined in on the 
fun with a rocket from the edge of 
the penalty box. Diego Costa was 
petulant throughout the match as 
Chelsea fell 3-0.   
Mourinho, who has never spent 
more than three seasons manag-
ing a single club, has absorbed the 
brunt of the blame for his club’s 
poor outings. Controversy swirling 
around the demotion of medical 
staff er Eva Carneiro plus his abra-
siveness towards the media has 
many speculating if the third sea-
son curse has manifested yet again. 
Sitting high atop the standings 
are the aforementioned Manches-
ter City. Th ey bolstered their mid-
fi eld with summer signees Raheem 
Sterling and Kevin De Bruyne, but 
the key contributors have been fa-
miliar faces. Pellegrini has predi-
cated his philosophy on midfi eld-
ers, relying on their creativity and 
precision. Th e inventive trio of 
Silva, Samir Nasri and Toure weave 
through defenses and establish 
passing lanes for one another, al-
lowing a free-fl owing off ense to 
fl ourish. With wins in their fi rst fi ve 
matches and the back line yield-
ing zero goals in that stretch, City 
is poised to remain in contention 
all season. 
Th e darlings of the Premier 
League thus far have been Leices-
ter City. Rising from the doldrums 
of England’s second-tier soccer 
league last season, they won four 
of their last six contests to secure 
a spot in top-fl ight competition for 
their second consecutive season 
and have thrived. Algerian inter-
national Riyad Mahrez has led the 
team with four goals in fi ve games, 
equaling last season’s total, includ-
ing a clutch 82nd minute strike 
against Tottenham to seal a draw 
at home.
Jamie Vardy and Marc Albrigh-
ton, who have combined for a to-
tal of four goals and four assists 
throughout fi ve matches, have 
complemented Mahrez as the at-
tacking third of the fi eld. And hav-
ing guys named Danny Drinkwater 
and Joseph Dodoo must be great 
for team morale. 
Leicester City have taken advan-
tage of their relatively weak sched-
ule and vaulted into the top four. Of 
their fi rst fi ve opponents, only Tot-
tenham and West Ham fi nished in 
the top half of the table, and Bour-
nemouth is in the Premier League 
for the fi rst time in their 125-year 
history. Th e Foxes have their fi rst 
true litmus test, a Sep. 26 match 
versus Arsenal.
Superb goalkeeper Petr Cech 
was expected to elevate Arsenal 
into serious title contenders as the 
marquee signing of the summer. 
However, the Gunners opened 
the season with an unlikely loss at 
home to West Ham 2-0. Th ey will 
be missing forward Danny Welbeck 
and midfi elder Jack Wilshere as 
both recover from leg injuries and 
are expected back in three months. 
Manager Arsene Wenger’s deci-
sion to remain stagnant during the 
transfer window has been ques-
tioned by many pundits.
Still, Arsenal appear dedicated 
to the squad as currently assem-
bled. Th ere is cohesion up front 
with the marauding defense of 
Francis Coquelin and the intui-
tive Santi Cazorla leading a potent 
counterattack. Mesut Ozil fi lls 
highlight reels with his ability to 
evade defenders and craft scoring 
chances. His wizardry is the key to 
Arsenal’s attack alongside Alexis 
Sanchez and Aaron Ramsey darting 
towards the goal. Th eo Walcott and 
Olivier Giroud alternate as starting 
forward reaping the rewards of ex-
quisite passing. 
Arsenal have rebounded since 
their opening defeat, winning three 
of their next four and drawing 0-0 
with Liverpool in a poor defensive 
eff ort bailed out by two head-turn-
ing saves by Cech. Strong fi xtures 
loom ahead for the Gunners as they 
seek to reclaim the title for the fi rst 
time in 12 years.
Manchester United is known as 
soccer royalty around the world. Yet 
the Red Devils have not climbed to 
the top of the league since legend-
ary manager Alex Ferguson retired 
in 2013. Following the debacle 
that was David Moyes’s one-year 
tenure, Dutch manager Louis Van 
Gaal was brought in for his control-
ling demeanor and structured ap-
proach and led the club to a fourth-
place fi nish. Fans were not satis-
fi ed, as their thirst for glory was not 
quenched just yet. 
United seemingly failed to ad-
dress their glaring weakness at 
the forward position during the 
transfer window. Th ey had tar-
geted superstars like Neymar and 
were rumored to have attempted 
resigning Cristiano Ronaldo from 
Real Madrid. Instead, who they got 
was 19-year-old Anthony Martial 
from AS Monaco for £36 million, 
the most ever for a teenager. As 
Wayne Rooney sat due to an ail-
ing hamstring, the youngster with 
moderate professional experi-
ence would be called upon sooner 
than expected.
Th e second half of their match 
against hated rivals Liverpool 
made viewers forget about the le-
thargic fi rst half. A well-conceived 
free kick left Daley Blind open to 
rifl e the ball past Simon Mignolet. 
A penalty kick by Ander Herrera 
gave United a 2-0 lead at the 70th 
minute. Liverpool fought back as 
Christian Benteke struck a beauti-
ful bicycle kick in the 84th minute, 
cutting the defi cit in half.
Th e much-maligned Martial 
shined moments later as he glided 
past three defenders and sent Old 
Traff ord Stadium into hysteria, se-
curing a 3-1 victory and a top-three 
ranking for United fi ve games in. 
Mayweather finishes an undefeated champion with 49th win
After recently being signed by Manchester United, Martial scored a crucial goal in the 
closing minutes against Liverpool to seal a 3-1 win for his team.
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Man City gets out on top early to lead the Premier League standings
Before the big showdown between Mayweather (far left) and Berto (second to the left), Martinez (second to the right) joined the ring with Salido in an undercard match to 
defend his junior lightweight title. The match ended in a draw and Martinez retained his title. Mayweather 49-0 picked up his ﬁ nal win of his career by unanimous decision.
WWW.UNDERCARDSUPERSTAR.COM WWW. BEATSBOXINGMAYHEM.COM WWW.NEWSUNITED.COM WWW. RINGTV.CRAVEONLINE.COM
WWW.SKYSPORTS.COM
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Baruch College Starr Career Development Center
baruch.cuny.edu/careers
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*Oﬀ -campus event
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THEME: TELEVISION 
CHARACTERS
ACROSS
1. HR concern
6. *Like TV’s Oscar and Felix
9. Roofed colonnade
13. *Where Hawkeye Pierce 
was stationed
14. Luau dish
15. Use elbow grease
16. Are not
17. Tiny toiler
18. Haul up
19. *Hair trend-setting 
friend
21. *Lady Mary or Lady 
Violet
23. Immeasurable period
24. Herring-like food ﬁ shes
25. Commonwealth of 
Independent States
28. Gaspar, Balthasar and 
Melchior
30. Opposite of lead
35. Burden
37. *Most of the characters 
in Oz
39. Sound of a fast move
40. Harbor ill feelings
41. Greyish brown
43. South American monkey
44. Army doc
46. Good earth
47. State of irritation
48. ____ Trail
50. Functions
52. Fraternity
53. Stir fry pans
55. Indeﬁ nite degree
57. *Gandolﬁ ni’s character
61. Ancient theaters
64. Not our
65. Found at the end of 
a series
67. More wry
69. What sitcom did
70. ____ Zeppelin
71. Opener
72. Recipe direction
73. Sometimes they just 
pop up
74. City in North Rhine-
Westphalia
DOWN
1. Calypso cousin
2. Unit of pressure
3. a≤ of a square
4. Made of pickets
5. 6 feet, to a captain
6. “Because of Winn-Dixie” 
protagonist
7. *Mad Man
8. Dine and ____
9. Flat-bottomed boat
10. Work hard
11. English river, of Virginia 
Woolf fame
12. Bohemian
15. What Peter Pan lost
20. Perform in a play
22. Luftwaﬀ e’s WWII enemy
24. Like a curvy line
25. *Given name of Seinfeld’s 
neighbor
26. Lay to rest
27. Blue fabric in Elvis song
29. Guarded by Hope Solo
31. Land parcels
32. Under ﬁ g leaves?
33. Plural of ostium
34. *a.k.a. Heisenberg
36. ____ of whiskey
38. R&R destinations
42. Make corrections
45. English playwright NoÎl
49. 4 ____ Blondes, rock 
band
51. *The youngest Griﬃ  n
54. Aussie bear
56. French brass, pl.
57. Bayonet wound
58. Home to Columbus
59. Preﬁ x with scope or 
meter
60. Cambodian money
61. Horse’s chances
62. Things to pick
63. Dehydrated
66. *Eddard Stark, for short
68. *He played Opie Taylor
CROSSWORD SOLUTION:
ISSUE 3
SEPTEMBER 2015
MON
21
TICKER TABLING
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. | VC - 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
TUESDAY TALKS WITH HILLEL
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. | VC 2-110 | Free
TUES
22
MINHA PRAYER
3:40 p.m.-4:30 p.m. | VC 3-210| Free
MEN’S SOCCER: BARUCH VS. LEHMAN COLLEGE*
6:00 p.m. | Randall’s Island Field 10 | Free
WED
23
S.E.E.K. INTERNSHIP PANEL
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 5-165 | Free
J.P. MORGAN INFORMATION SESSION 
12:40 p.m.-2:20 p.m.  | VC 10-155 | Free
THURS
24
PORTRAITS: A GLOBAL VIEW, PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS
ALL DAY | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
ADVANCING FAIRS TO SUCCESS WITH EY 
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
FRI
25
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL: BARUCH VS. NYU 
11:00 a.m. | VC B2 Level - Main Gym | Free
DAWSONDANCESF PRESENTS DENTDROPBEND
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID
SAT
26
PORTRAITS: A GLOBAL VIEW, PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS
ALL DAY | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
DAWSONDANCESF PRESENTS DENTDROPBEND
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID
SUN
27
Baruch Weekly
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Career Spotlight
The Human Resources in-
tern will focus on beneﬁ ts ad-
ministration and the annual 
health beneﬁ ts open enroll-
ment, while gaining general 
knowledge of HR department 
functions. This is an unpaid in-
ternship with a small stipend. 
Day-to-day tasks include 
assisting with preparation 
for beneﬁ t open enrollment 
process and assisting with 
general beneﬁ t program ad-
ministration (e.g. preparing 
materials for beneﬁ t orienta-
tions, learning elements of 
health beneﬁ t programs such 
as medical, dental, life insur-
ance, and retirement plans). 
Recruitment duties involve 
assisting with the full-cycle 
of the recruitment process: 
reviewing and formatting job 
descriptions, posting adver-
tisements, sourcing resumes, 
arranging interviews, follow-
ing up with candidates and 
providing general assistance 
to the HR Associate, Talent 
Management and candidates 
as needed. Policy duties in-
volve assisting with policy 
research and legislation up-
dates pertaining to beneﬁ ts 
administration and report on 
compliance requirements for 
revised employee handbook 
project. The general experi-
ence will involve exposure to 
general departmental func-
tions and daily workﬂ ow, such 
as recruitment, orientation 
and on-boarding and creat-
ing personnel and beneﬁ t 
ﬁ les for staﬀ . In addition, the 
intern will attend special mu-
seum seminars and programs 
throughout the fall semester. 
For more information, visit 
STARR Search with job ID 
81291. 
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
The museum is looking for a human resources intern for the Fall semester.
SOLOMON R. GUGGENHEIM MUSEUM 
Did you know that there were over 60 companies come to 
Baruch College to interview students for internships and full time 
opportunities as part of the On-Campus Recruiting Program?
 Over 1,800 interviews were conducted at the STARR Career 
Development Center during 2014-15 academic year. To gain 
access, visit SCDC website under the On-Campus Recruiting tab.
FUN FACT
ON-CAMPUS RECRUITING PROGRAM
Career Fair Prep Workshop, Tuesday, Sep. 29, 
12:30 p.m.–2:00 p.m., VC 2-190
Learn how to prepare for Fall Career Day with an employer 
and SCDC staﬀ . 
Resume Rush (Walk-Ins), Wednesday, Sep. 30, 
12:30 p.m. – 4:30p.m., VC 2-150
Revise your resume with an SCDC staﬀ  member, peers or 
industry professionals. 
Dining Etiquette Workshop, Thursday, Oct. 1, 
12:30 p.m.–2:20 p.m., Library Building Room 750
Learn from etiquette expert Terri Thompson on the do’s and 
don’ts of dining in a professional setting.
Fall Career Day, Friday, Oct. 2, 12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m., 
VC Main Gym
Meet with 70+ employers regarding internships and work 
opportunities. Open to all undergraduates and all majors. 
SAVE THE DATE
EVENTS
Use the cover letter to integrate your unique personality traits, which may not be so apparent 
in your resume. For instance, you can emphasize important qualities such as working well under 
pressure or being team-oriented, adaptable and strategic instead of simply reiterating your 
accomplishments. Don’t forget to support these statements by providing concrete examples. 
--KAREN CHOI 
PEER FOR CAREER
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
 CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
VOLUNTEER FOR WORK ABROAD WITH AIESEC
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. | VC - 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
BRILLIANTLY TWISTED’ NEW YORKER CARTOONISTS
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. | VC 14-270 | Free 
